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Super Light Titanium Timepiece Loses Only One Second Every 20 Million Years. 


BOULDER, Colorado The U.S. government 
has engineered the most ingenious, most 
accurate clock in the world: the F-1 U.S. 
Atomic Clock in Boulder, Colorado. Our 
extraordinary new Stauer Titanium Atomic 
Watch utilizes the transmissions directly 
from that remarkable cesium fission atomic 
clock to report the most precise time. This 
scientifically advanced timepiece will 
gain or lose only one second over a 20 
million-year period. It is that accurate! 
This perfectly tuned technological inven- 
tion with the super light strength of tita- 
nium is now available for UNDER $130. 





Super Light Titanium has two big advan- 
tages over steel. One is corrosion resis- 
tance and the other is that titanium has 
the highest strength-to-weight ratio of 
any metal, which means that titanium is 
approximately 45% lighter than steel. But 
every other titanium watch that we can 


find is priced at over $400, and none of 
those are nearly as accurate as our atomic 
movement. Stauer has decided to bring 
these resources together in a timepiece 
that has the most accurate movement 
available today. You'll never have to set 
this watch. Just push one of the buttons 
and you are synchronized with the atomic 
clock in Colorado, and the hands of the 
watch move to the exact time position. 
The sleek black textured dial has luminous 
hands and markers plus the timepiece is 
water resistant to 3 ATM. 


A Titanium-clad offer. This Titanium 
Atomic Watch exceeds the accuracy of any 
Swiss luxury automatic so you can be more 
punctual and keep most of your money in 
your wallet, not on your wrist. Look at 
your watch and we guarantee that the time 
is incorrect, unless you are wearing the 
advanced atomic technology. 


The Stauer Titanium Atomic Watch is not 
available in stores and it comes with our 
30 day money-back guarantee. If you’re 
not completely satisfied with the accuracy, 
simply return the watch for the 
full purchase price. Includes a 
2-year watranty on the movement. 


Not Available in Stores 
Stauer Titanium Atomic 
Watch-$t95 +S&P Or 

2 credit card payments of $64.50 +saP 








Call Toll-Free now to take advantage of 
this limited offer. 


1-800-333-2045 
Please mention this code when you call. 


14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Staue 


® Dept. TTA498-10 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.stauer.com 
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Three friends grew up together in a small Utah city. 
In Vietnam, they lost their lives in quick succession. 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general- 
interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion 
for its 2 million members. These wartime veterans, working 
through 13,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to 
God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their 
widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome 
development of our nation’s youth. 
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As former Marines and sailors, we served 


together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my Bud Coady 


Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 


firm and | will fight for you today. Attorneys at 


Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 


Attorney at Law 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 





more than two decades. VVe've helped veterans 


understand their rights—and secured millions 


for their families in just compensation. $30 6 Tr n 


Trust in the experience and commitment of 
FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 


TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


a shiomate who served with you. Contact 


no-obligation consultation. 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 
TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. Leoacy | 


75 Arlington Street, Suite 500° Boston, MA 02116 * Web: www.coadylaw.com LAW FIRM 
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During Ken Olsen’s research, 
he no doubt discovered that 
Fort McClellan also processed 
and trained more than 30,000 
infantry soldiers for service in 
Vietnam during the late 1960s. 
I am one of those veterans. 

I reported in May 1968. We 
were housed in a cinderblock 
building with dozens of soldiers 
on double bunks. After the first 
few days of “orientation,” we 
were relocated to the outskirts 
of McClellan, where a mock 
Vietnamese village had been 
constructed, complete with an 
underground tunnel complex. 
We spent the majority of our 
field training exercises in and 
around that compound or on 
the Pelham Range. 

While learning how to do a 
“search and cordon” of a 
village, there were numerous 
episodes of herbicide spraying 
directly above our heads. The 
“dust” fell to the ground and 
stuck to our skin, fatigues and 
C-rations. The village itself had 
been cleared using these 
“defoliants,” which we were told 
were harmless. 


MAY 2018 


‘The Long Shadow 
of Fort McClellan’ 

Thank you for the article by 
Ken Olsen (March). | went 
through basic training at Fort 
McClellan in 1961, and in 1966 
| had surgery for cervical 
cancer. Years later | had surgery 
and radiation treatment for 
breast cancer. There is no 
history of these types of cancer 
in my family; | wondered if 
there was some reason why 
this showed up out of the blue. 
My daughter, conceived in 
1963, is cancer-free so far. 
Thanks to Kathy Keefer for 
getting this information out. 

— Carol L. Hyatt, Silverton, Ore. 


While riding in a car with my 
wife in early 2008, I suffered 
what at the time was described 
as a severe left ventricular 
dysfunction - essentially a 
heart attack. I ended up in a 
critical-care unit and then the 
ICU for 31 days, during which 
time my cardiologists were very 
suspicious of the extent of my 
heart muscle disease, which 
they soon began referring to as 
“ischemic cardiomyopathy.” 

I have filed multiple claims 
with VA for compensation and 
have been denied. After the 
second denial I requested a 
formal appeal at the federal 
level. I read over every Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals citation that 
deals with McClellan and 
medical conditions like mine. 

Vietnam-era veterans are 
passing away at an increasing 
rate. I want DoD, Monsanto and 
anyone else involved in the 
decision to test, store and 
actively deploy those herbicides 
to take responsibility for what 
they did and the damage it 
caused. 

— Mark Jernigan, Laramie, Wyo. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 5 


a] 








VET VOICE 


I am baffled. Why, after all the 
research, does VA deny coverage 
to veterans who served at Fort 
McClellan, which is just north of 
Anniston, Ala., one of our 
nation’s most contaminated 
communities? Maybe I am 
oversimplifying the solution, but 
logic persuades me to apply the 
Duck Theory here. If it looks like 
a duck, hangs around with other 
ducks, eats duck food and 
quacks like a duck, it is probably 
a duck. 

— Joseph M. Brady, Somers Point, N.J. 


Iam a Fort McClellan veteran 
who has chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia, type 2 diabetes, high 
blood pressure, TBI and a host of 
other physical problems. I have 
had problems with blanking out 
that started while I was stationed 
at McClellan in 1977. That’s 
where I sustained my first head 
injury on active duty. I have had 
episodes of lost time ever since. 
Private doctors as well as VA 
neurologists in Minnesota and 
Iowa have examined me and 
have no clue. So I live with this. 
How much contaminated water 
must one consume before he or 
she has issues? 

— Michael J. Nieland, Woodward, lowa 


I was the quality control and 
safety officer for a general 
contractor at Fort McClellan from 
the late 1990s to 2001. We 
worked on a variety of projects, 
some of which were remediation 
of pollution problems. There 
were areas, when excavated, 
where the soil glistened in the 
sun somewhat like oil on water. 
On the Coosa River just outside 
town, where we lived for a time, 


you could catch bass that were 
positively mutated - open sores 
on them and disfigurations of 
the body. The restricted area 
required that you be fitted, 
trained and carry a gas mask. 
The incinerator was built, so we 
were told, due to the condition of 
the gas containers stored there, 
as they were unable to be safely 
moved. 

— Steven Hess, San Antonio 


‘Ride to the Rescue’ 

Thanks to John Prados, who 
finally credited the Cav for its 
efforts and successes at Khe 
sanh and elsewhere during the 
Vietnam War (March). I am fully 
aware of the involvement and 
losses suffered by the lst Cavalry 
Division, as by the time of the 
events at Khe Sahn - having 
previously been injured - I was 
the 2/12th Headquarters clerk 
who wrote letters to next of kin 
for those killed in action or 
wounded, as well as award 
recommendations. I love the 
Marines - they gave their all. 
But the Cav was sent there too, 
and I’m glad that is noted. 

— Howard Kalachman, Lynbrook, N.Y. 


‘The Compassionate 
Prison Camp’ 

I enjoyed Jeff Stoffer’s article 
regarding the POW camp in 
France (March). I was at a 
similar enclosure in Florence 
and Pisa, Italy, in 1945 and 1946. 
I was attached to the Prisoners of 
War Information Bureau, which 
was part of Prisoner of War 
Enclosure 339. We treated our 
prisoners in a similar manner as 
was depicted in the article. 

— Robert L. Guitard, Portland, Maine 


Federal tax overhaul 

What Rep. John B. Larson 
cited as objectionable regarding 
the tax overhaul (Big Issues, 
March) sounds a lot like what 
happened with Obamacare in 
Congress. Payback this is not, 
but you get the point. 

— Jack B. Ensminger, Chambersburg, Pa. 


World War I dog tags 

I enjoyed reading the article by 
Tom Gilbert (Rapid Fire, March). 
It brought back many memories 
of my father, who served in 
France during World War I at the 
same time as Cpl. Royce Currie. 
I have my dad’s enlistment 
record; he was in the Missouri 
National Guard, and returned 
from France on May 1, 1919. My 
dad served with Capt. Harry 
Truman and was one proud 
soldier. His uniform was still 
hanging in our wash house 
when I enlisted in the Coast 
Guard in 1951. He taught me to 
appreciate the flag and stand at 
attention at a young age. 

— John M. Lowe, Oro Valley, Ariz. 


Editor’s notes: Bob Teichgraeber 
(“After 72 Years, A Distinctive 
POW Photo 
Re-emerges,” 
Rapid Fire, 
February) 
escaped during 
the 86-day 
hunger march 
on April 19, es 
1945. He was not 
released. 

Carl Beams Sr. 
of American Legion Post 54 in 
Freehold, N.J. (Rapid Fire, 
March) is a past post adjutant, 
not commander. 








THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
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“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I've ever had.” 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 





We've all had nights when we just can’t lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches — it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It’s a chair, true — the finest of lift chairs — but this 
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can’t be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and — yes! — peaceful sleep. 
Our chair’s recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
better posture to prevent 
back and muscle pain. 








And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa — just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! You get your choice of fabrics and 
colors — Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 
1-888-802-0534 


Please mention code 108770 when ordering. 


Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 
Black 


Blue 


Indigo 


Tan Chocolate Burgundy 


DuraLux II Microfiber 
Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


For the fallen and their families 


While the peace that follows most wars is celebrated, and the tyranny 
that caused them is hopefully vanquished, war itself is a horrible thing. 
But The American Legion is one legacy from the Great War - “the war to 
end all wars” - that is worth embracing. 

One hundred years ago, nearly 2 million doughboys - and yes, some 
“doughgirls” - left the comfort and security of America to risk their lives 
for freedom abroad. Of these, 320,518 were killed or wounded. We often 
honor them at Memorial Day observances by reading “In Flanders 
Fields,” Canadian Lt. Col. John McCrae’s famous poem that forever 
associated poppies with the war’s fallen. 

Those who returned home and established American Legion posts in 
their communities reflected the racial, ethnic and class diversity of the 
American Expeditionary Forces. 

As a son of South Carolina’s governor, Wyndham Meredith Manning 
probably could have found a way to avoid military service. But it was 
expected of his family, and not only did Manning serve honorably in 
uniform, he went on to serve in South Carolina’s legislature and as 
founding commander of Richland American Legion Post 6 in Columbia. 

His brother, Maj. William Sinkler Manning, epitomized the fighting 
spirit of the bravest doughboys. According to a New York Times article, 
Manning led a charge up a German-held hill in the closing days of the 
war. With rumors circulating that Germany had already agreed to 
President Woodrow Wilson’s terms for surrender, the temptation to hold 
back must have been strong. 

“Holding back” was not part of William Manning’s vocabulary. He 
advanced on that hill, which was heavily occupied with enemy machine 
gunners and snipers. He was shot through the head. When his comrades 
recovered his body, he was wearing a black cape - certain to inspire 
bravery among his men. Also inspirational was the configuration of the 
major’s body, which had his pistol extended forward, aimed toward a 
machine gun nest. 

Friends, that is valor. And that is the self-sacrifice a select group of 
Americans has made from the Revolutionary War through today’s global 
war on terrorism. It is why we remember them. 

Earlier this year, another American hero made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Christopher T. “Tripp” Zanetis did not need to be in Iraq. A veteran of 
two previous tours, he’d already sacrificed more than most Americans. 
Yet he continued to serve his country. After 9/11, he was inspired to join 
the New York City Fire Department. And like so many of New York’s 
bravest who lost their lives in the World Trade Center that day, Tripp’s 
life ended prematurely when the 37-year-old member of the New York 
Air National Guard was killed in a helicopter crash near the Syrian 
border in March. 

While we wish that World War I really had been the war to end all 
wars, we know otherwise. So as long as there are Americans like 
William Manning and Christopher Zanetis sacrificing to keep the world 
safe and our people free, The American Legion will exist. For them and 


their families. 
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National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan 


MEMORANDA 


SPRING MEETINGS 


The National Executive Committee 
will convene at American Legion 
National Headquarters in 
Indianapolis May 9-10. Follow the 
meetings at the Legion’s national 
website and on social media. 


& www.legion.org 
& www.legion.org/media 


ARMED FORCES DAY 


May 19 is Armed Forces Day. The 
celebration was instituted in 1950 
— on the third Saturday of each 
May — to replace individual days 
dedicated to the separate service 
branches, after they were unified 
under the new Department of 
Defense. If your post is marking 
Armed Forces Day, tell your story 
on Legiontown. 


& www.legiontown.org 


REASONS TO JOIN (AND STAY) 


American Legion members are 
invited to send their top 10 reasons 
to join, or stay in, the Legion to 
dispatch@legion.org. They'll be 
the foundation for a centennial 
campaign aimed at eligible 
veterans and those who have let 
their memberships expire, with a 
list of the 100 best reasons from 
combined submissions. Reasons 
should be one or two sentences 
each, including a specific local 
reference if applicable. 


SHARE YOUR 
MARINE CORPS PRIDE 


Over the years, those distinguished individuals who have worn 
the uniform of the United State Marine Corps have remained ever 
TUCO Tem Ag SCCM TCH CSCO MAILE I 


and commitment. 


Now, those who have served, and the families and friends that 
support them, can proudly show support to the Marine Corps | 


Engraved on the 


reverse side with 


Semper Fi 


Semper f dels 


Alwavs Faithful USMC Pride Pen yx 
This graceful oval- rare sah pays Sei tribute ‘0 the Marines with a sparkling pave of over 
30 clear genuine Swarovski crystals. Within the oval is the USMC emblem accented in 18K-gold 
plating. On either side are two hearts—to show your love—shimmering with more Swarovski 
crystals, and the hearts, oval and even the bail gleam with 18K-gold plating. Engraved on the 


reverse side is the Marine’s motto Semper Fi (Always ane Includes an 18" chain. 


For Faithful Marine Diamond Ring...$119° 

Hand-crafted from solid sterling silver with 18K gold- sta accents, this distinctive ring 
features a centerpiece of the proud Marine Corps emblem surrounded by a heart that sparkles 
with 7 genuine diamond, and a detailed multi-band look. Inside the band, the ring is engraved 
with the USMC motto ae Fidelis. Available in women’s whole and half sizes 5-12. 


Marine Corps Pride Ladies Watch...$99’ 
This patriotic gold- sna watch is custom crafted with a solid stainless steel back and stretch 
band that comfortably fits most wrists. The watch sparkles with the USMC emblem and bright 
crystals which frame the watch face and adorn the band. A scrollwork filigree design features 
twin open hearts surrounding an American flag on each side of the watch face. The back of the 
gold-tone stainless steel watch case is engraved with the Marine Corps “Semper Fi” motto. 
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AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME! 


Each jewelry item is backed by an unconditional 120-day, money-back guarantee of 
your complete satisfaction, and you can pay for each item in easy monthly install- 
ments. To reserve yours, send no money now; simply fill out and mail in the Priority 
Reservation. But don’t delay... this is a limited-time offer! 

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax 





™ Officially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps. 
©2018 The Bradford Exchange 01-27792-001-BIUSMCF 





















1 PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOW LIMITED-TIME OFFER 
BRADFORD EXCHANGE ORDER PROMPTLY I 
= JEWELRY = Signature 
' P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 ' 
1 WES. Reserve the Marine Corps jewelry checked below for me as described inthis Mrs. Mr. Ms. : | | 
ame (Please Print Clearly) 
' announcement. I 
I I 
, O Always Faithful USMC Pride Pendant..01-23334-001 Address ' 
I I 
, U Forever Faithful Diamond Ring..01-27792-001 City State Zip ' 
I Ring size Gif known) I 
I To ensure a proper fit, a ring size will be sent to you after your order is accented. E-Mail (Optional) I 
L) Marine Corps Pride Ladies Watch. .01-24184-001 *Plus a total of 9.99 shipping and service. (see bradfordexchange.com). i 
Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment of your jewelry. Sales subject to product 


availability and order acceptance. Product subject to change. 









YVETTE WEIGOLD 


In 2003, Yvette Weigold had the honor of 
helping escort the body of Staff Sgt. Cameron 
Sarno home to Nevada, after the Army reservist 
was hit by a truck in Kuwait while changing his 
vehicle’s tire. Deeply moved by that experience, 
Weigold went on to attend 100 funerals for U.S. 
servicemembers over the next 12 months. “It really 
struck a chord with me,” she says. 

Fast forward a few years, to the day Weigold met 
the mother of a Marine who was killed in Iraq. 
Eager to recognize another fallen hero, she and 
her fellow Legionnaires wanted to find a 
permanent way to honor the memory and sacrifice 
of Lance Cpl. Budd Michael Coté. They decided to 
name their North Las Vegas post, Post 51, for him. 

“It was good for the post because we didn't 
really have a focus,” she recalls. “It gave us a duty, a 
responsibility, to come out here and help maintain 
(Coté’s) grave site. Our post is committed to 
honoring him.” 

Weigold’s efforts aren't just for the fallen, but for 
their families. “It’s important as American Legion 
members we do everything we can to show them 
someone does care, and that we haven't forgotten 
them,” she says. 

That’s not just at funerals or on Memorial Day. 
“Every day | remember those lost and continue my 
time in the Legion as a way of making sure that 
future soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast 
Guard members are not forgotten,” she says. 
“Hopefully I’m sharing that feeling with other 
people, so someone else is inspired to step up and 
do the same thing.” 

— Henry Howard 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Marine Corps 
(1981-1987), Army (1987-2007) 


RANK Sergeant first class 
MILITARY JOB Finance specialist 


AMERICAN LEGION POST Lance Cpl. 
Budd Michael Cote Post 51, North Las 
Vegas, Nev. 


YEARS IN THE LEGION 10 


LEGION ACTIVITIES 

=a Department commander (2017-present) 
=» Department first vice commander 
(2016-2017) 

a National Security Commission member 
(2015-2017) 

=a Post commander (2010-2012) 
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Df Lb TIME TONIGHT 
This eu iB e Your New Bz athroom 


* 











CALL NOW FOR 


Safety Upgrade* 
($599 value) 





Fits Your Existing Tub Space 


1 Give us A DAY and we'll give you a 
Incredible Financing! new beautiful shower with luxurious 


“£4 | new fixtures in your choice of colors 
Lifetime Warranty! and styles - installed by experts at a 


Full Senior Discount! price you can afford. Satisfaction 
" guaranteed. Call us today! Enjoy your 
new shower TONIGHT! 


*with purchase of any complete shower system 
an 


ax: BATHWRAPS 


Simply transformative 








BIG ISSUES 


Concealed-calrry reciprocity 


SUPPORT 





Rep. Richard Hudson, 
R-N.C. 


@ Hudson is a member of the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 





More than 16 million Americans are concealed- 
carry permit holders. These law-abiding citizens, 
who are exercising their right to protect 
themselves and their families, come from all 
backgrounds. However, the confusing patchwork 
of concealed-carry laws 
between states has led some 
of them to unknowingly 
break the law and be subject 
to arrest after crossing into 
another state, and prevented 
others from carrying over 
state lines at all. 

That’s why I wrote the Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity Act of 2017 (H.R. 38). This is a simple, 
common-sense solution to affirm that law-abiding 
citizens who are qualified to carry concealed in 
one state can also carry in other states that allow 
residents to do so. It’s a simple application of 
Article IV, Section 1 of the Constitution, which 
requires that states give “full faith and credit” to 
the “public acts, records and judicial proceedings 
of every other state.” This clause allows your 
driver’s license to be recognized by other states. If 
we allow a license for driving (which is a privilege, 
not a right), then we can do that for our Second 
Amendment (which is a right, not a privilege). 

A full 73 percent of Americans support 
concealed-carry reciprocity. And as a defender of 
our Second Amendment rights, I’m pleased to say 
that H.R. 38 passed the House of Representatives 
by an overwhelming and bipartisan vote in 
December. This bill is simply about preventing 
law-abiding citizens who are legally qualified to 
carry concealed guns from inadvertently 
becoming criminals when they cross state lines. 
Our Constitution says that all citizens, from North 
Carolina to the south side of Chicago, have the 
right to protect themselves. I think it’s time we 
make that right reality. 





THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 


A national reciprocity bill would require all 
states to recognize concealed-carry 
permits issued by other states. Opponents 
say it overrides state public-safety laws. 


OPPOSE 





Rep. Val Demings, D-Fla. 


@ Demings is a member of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


I served in law enforcement for 27 years, 
including as chief of police for the Orlando Police 
Department. Every day, law-enforcement officers 
across our nation risk their lives to keep our 
communities safe. They have a tough job, and it’s 
getting tougher. 

Concealed-carry 
reciprocity would be a 
massive step in the wrong 
direction, allowing people 
from outside your state to 
bring their firearms 
anywhere without guidelines or oversight. 

Imagine this situation from the perspective of a 
law-enforcement officer: an out-of-state armed 
individual is stopped by that officer. Maybe that 
individual has a legitimate concealed-carry 
license, maybe not. The officer is on the side of 
the road, facing an armed individual, trying to 
figure it out. 

That officer is now in a lose-lose situation. Let’s 
say this out-of-state stranger has a fake permit. 
Failure to arrest the person puts the officer and 
his community at risk. But let’s say the permit is 
legitimate. In that case, under this legislation, 
simply stopping the stranger has opened the 
officer up to a lawsuit. 

If everyone is carrying, and there are no 
carrying standards, how are police officers 
supposed to differentiate the good guys from the 
bad guys? 

Here’s something else to think about: let’s say 
you want to carry but are in a no-carry state. This 
proposal won’t help you. Instead, the proposed 
legislation would allow strangers to bring their 
guns anywhere they want in your state while 
keeping you just as disarmed as you are today. 

Protect states’ rights. Protect our communities. 
Protect our law-enforcement officers. Oppose 
federal reciprocity. 





CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 


The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 » Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 « Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Fee Cages ze; Oe LEGION MEMBERS AGES 45-85* 


Weleyanls rT — 


VUE Way! 





the amount 
of protection you want — $3,000.00, 
$5,000.00, $10,000.00 or $25,000.00.* 


— knowing 
your family has the protection they need to 
cover your final expenses or outstanding debt. 


suaranteed to never increase! And benefits 
will never decrease. (See our affordable 
monthly premiums below.) 


intrusive health questions or taking a 
medical exam — these are guaranteed 
issue policies for people 45-85%. 


your benefits double if death is due to an auto accident. 


UNITED OF OMAHA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
COMPANION LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Mutua. of OMAHA AFFILIATES 





1-844-634-4236 


or visit www.MutualOmaha-Legion.com 


Muruat“Omana 


This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance 
agent/producer may contact you by telephone. These policies 
contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and 


$3,000.00 


Female 


$5,000.00 *10,000.00 


Female | Male 


PA UAE 


Female | Male Female 


187531 


58.80 
Ons 
*1 1,50 


lomo 
*17.05 
o22,30) 
$30.70 
$43.45 


514.00 
“625 
518.50 
22525 
$27.75 
$36.50 
$50.50 
TANS) 


$33.50 
"soi00 
548.58 
*59133 
71,20 
$96.08 


$27.00 
Selo) 
$36.00 
$43.50 
$54.50 
$72.00 


$126.50 *100.00 
$169.50 *142.50 


*62.29 
$95.58 
$119.96 
$146.83 
5176.63 
$238.71 
$314.75 
$422.25 


566.00 
ae 
$88.50 
"10725 
$134.75 
e7eroU) 
$248.50 
$354.75 





exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits 
during the first two years of policy ownership. Whole 
life insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance 
Company, 3300 Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68175 which 
is licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY 
are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, 
NY 11788. Each underwriting company is responsible for its own 
financial and contractual obligations; and shares a financial interest 
with the American Legion, in this program. Policy Form ICC11LO59P 
or state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY) 

“Age eligibility and benefit amounts may vary by state. 


LIVING WELL 


The RIGHT 


running shoe 


With warmer temperatures 
bringing people back outdoors, 
many are jogging again. Before 
you hit the trail, though, know that 
the right pair of running shoes can 
make all the difference. 

First, check the soles of your 
shoes. “If lower layers of material 
are showing through in spots, 
you're overdue” for a replacement, 
according to HealthDay. 

Next, ask for suggestions about 
the right shoe at a local running 
club or specialty shoe store. It’s 
best to shop in the late afternoon 
or early evening; that’s when our 
feet are at their largest. 

Look for lightweight choices, a LL 
HealthDay recommends. A good i ne wrutn anDout Statlhs 


gauge is no more than 8 ounces 





Media Bakery 





for a woman's size 8 and no more BY MARTIN SAYERS 
than 10 ounces for a man’s size 9. 

Also, running shoes should have Few medicines generate opinion quite as much as statins, the 
little or no heel-to-toe “drop.” In cholesterol-lowering drugs prescribed to millions of Americans at risk 
other words, the thickness from of heart disease. 
the heel cushion to the cushion at Some experts argue against their use and what they see as “mass- 
the front of the shoe should be medicalization,” with statins being doled out instead of advice and 
about the same. initiatives that could lead to healthier lifestyles. 


“The toe box should be wide 
enough so you can wiggle your 
toes and have at least a half-inch 
of space between them and the 
front tip of the shoe,” according 


Others, however, contend that statins are a medical marvel, a 
treatment breakthrough that has transformed - and saved - hundreds 
of thousands of lives. And many heart doctors warn of a cult of 
misinformation surrounding statins that is putting patients off the 








to HealthDay. drugs and risking lives. 
Finally, if you're So what’s the truth? 
replacing an Let’s look closer at six common beliefs about statins: 


}, & Statins have potentially harmful side effects. This statement is 
/ undoubtedly true, but it is true of most drugs. The most common 

', effects are elevation of the liver function enzyme, which is usually 
§ asymptomatic and most often goes away if the drug is stopped. The 


existing pair of 
running shoes, 
don't wait until 
they’re no longer 
usable: “You want 


to gradually other side effect is muscle problems, the most severe of which is a 
transition to the very rare disorder called rhabdomyolysis, which occurs when 
new pair.” MediaBakey | IMUSCle tissue dies and releases its contents into the bloodstream. 


Complications can include kidney failure. 

However, it’s important to remember that these are potential side 
effects, so you should not avoid statins simply on this basis. But if you 
are taking statins and think you have one of these side effects, talk to 
your doctor and ask to be tested to make sure. 


Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 

It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 


they have health problems. See STATINS on page 16 





14 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE MAY 2018 


Aa ae ean Outc es 
in ee wl 60) Nn 


errr eel tl 















——= 
—— 
= 7 — =| 


Opens at the Touch 
of a Button! 







Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 


If youre tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out... 
or just plain ruined by unpredictable weathev... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio, while saving on energy bills! It’s the incredible SunSetter 
Retractable Awning! A simple...easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio more...rain or shine! 

The SunSetter is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it’s 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 

| 4. So, stop struggling with the weather... 
yl. Oa ¥ & start enjoying your deck or patio more! 
Wl = i Ma 
=a i REE! BS Fora FREE Info Kit & DVD email your 
—Z ne Mai = name & address to freedvd@sunsetter.com 
a NO 
es ee eee eee 3 






ae pene full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 





Ext. 
‘yee: | | VU 34137 

Yes! Please send your t FREE ia Kit & DVD. including 

a $200 Savings Certificate... TODAY! 


Por ST e. rrr Name 
ae hn ee ele / i a | 
alae ese ia. . a Address 
Ciy State Zip 
Email 


(Important: Be sure to give us your email address to receive our best deals!) 


unSetler 184 Charles Street, Dept. 34137, Malden, MA 02148 
Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 





©2018 SunSetter® Products 


RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 


LIVING WELL 





tale your aan S ean filled 


Year-round hydration is key to good health for reasons 
we sometimes overlook. 

“Driving when you're just 1 percent dehydrated, for 
instance, can lead to pretty dangerous behaviors behind 
the wheel, like lane drifting or late braking,” Men’s Health 
reports. “Plus, if you’re 2 percent or more dehydrated, 
your athletic performance might take a hit.” 

Also, if you’re running in lower temperatures and 
wearing multiple layers, it can be tougher to remember 
to stay hydrated. “But you should,” the magazine 
continues. “When you don’t supply your body with 
enough fluids, you reduce functioning in every system, 
including our cells, tissues and organs.” 

Here are some signs of dehydration: 

@ Muscle cramping, especially in the legs When you're 
exercising and losing fluids, you're creating an imbalance 
of electrolytes like sodium and potassium in your 
muscles. “Not only does that up your odds of cramping, 
but it also increases your chances of feeling next-day 
soreness post-workout.” 

@ Craving sweets Organs like your liver use water to 
function. Among those tasks is the release of glycogen, 
the molecule that stores sugar. “If the liver can’t get fuel, 
it cannot release glucose and other energy stores,” says 
Robert Segal, medical director of LabFinder. “Sweet 
foods are especially attractive when this happens.” 

@ Dizziness “When you're lacking in fluids, your blood 
pressure tends to lower, and that can lead to dizziness 
and lightheadedness.” 

@ Less urinating and fewer bowel movements If your 
fluids are significantly depleted, you'll have a dropping 
urine frequency. “That can be particularly dangerous, 
because it means that your body isn’t getting rid of 
toxins as quickly as it should.” Also, without enough 
water, stools can harden, leading to constipation. 
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STATINS continued from page 14 


A 


= Higher doses of y 
statins have f 
diminishing 

returns. “In general, 

the lowest dose of a 

statin does give you the 
biggest bang for your 

buck,” says Christie 
Ballantyne, a cardiologist at 
Houston Methodist Hospital. 
“When you double the doses, you 
get an additional 6 percent 
reduction in LDL cholesterol. 
Statins are safe in all doses; 
however, the highest dose of a 
statin does have the greatest 
frequency of side effects.” 





Media Bakery 


Taking statins means you can eat what you 
like. Not true. Statins work best when combined with 
healthy diet and exercise. This is a misconception 
that can have harmful consequences. In addition to 
being at risk for heart attack and stroke, a poor diet 
can also put you at risk for developing diabetes. 
Improving your diet is a must to improve your health. 


Statins can damage your liver and kidneys. 
Rhabdomyolysis can cause kidney damage, but this 
only occurs in about one in 10,000 people, so it is 
very rare. If you recognize that your muscles are sore 
or weak, stop the statins and drink lots of water. It 
might also be wise to have your doctor check your 
blood enzymes. Liver disease, meanwhile, is 
extraordinarily rare, but it’s a good idea to have your 
liver function checked at least once after you have 
been on a statin to make sure there is no damage. 


Statins can cause mental decline. As yet, there 
is no real clinical evidence to support this theory. 
If you do notice problems, contact your doctor 
immediately to decide on the best course of action. 


Some people without heart problems should 
take statins. Ballantyne says this is true in some 
cases. “If you have familial hypercholesterolemia, a 
condition where a person is born with higher-than- 
normal levels of LDL cholesterol, statins are 
extremely important,” he says. “If we catch people 
early in life, we might be able to help them avoid 
heart disease. This is an extraordinary advance 
because most of these patients used to die from heart 
disease at a very young age.” 


Martin Sayers is a freelance writer living in 
Cambridge, England. He specializes in health 
and nutrition issues. 


The new more powertul HearClear™ HCR2 rechargeable 
hearing aid combines advanced technology with a low 
price to provide you with outstanding value. 


5 Star Reviews! 


Outstanding Product! “This product 


is outstanding. Dad loves it, my mom 
loves it, and | am grateful! Don’t 
believe that you have to spend a lot of 
money to get a quality hearing aid” 


— 


HCR2 Features! ‘ 


Digital sound processing chip 
provides crystal clear sound and 
makes speech easier to understand 
with less feedback than old analog 
technology 


Don’t worry about replacing 
batteries! Full Charge Gives 16 
Hours of Use! (Charger Included) 


Easy On / Off Button 


Automatic Noise Reduction and 
Feedback Cancellation 


100% Money Back Guarantee 


4 Programs for different listening 
situations 


Even Better In Pairs! 


Your brain is designed to use both ears 
working together. In fact, studies show 
that you may be 
able to hear up to 3 
times better in noisy 
situations when 
using two hearing 
aids. Buy a pair for 
the best results and 
maximum savings! 





Not available in the state of Washington 


© Advanced Affordable Hearing — 
Affordable Quality Since 1996! 






A) Microphone 
B) Program Button 
C) Volume Control 
D) USB Charging Port & 
Rechargeable Battery 
E) Digital Processor 
F) Receiver (Speaker) 
G) Sound Tube 








Simple. 
Affordable. 
Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aid - For Only $229!* 


The new HearClear™ HCR2 Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids are 
now available to you for an unbelievably affordable price! The HCR2 is 
packed with same key technologies that all high end digital hearing aids 
share while leaving out the extra bells and whistles that increase cost and 
require expensive adjustments. [his helps you hear better, while saving 
you a lot of money. 


Your new HearClear HCR2 hearing 
aids work at a fraction of the cost of 
name-brand hearing aids, and you dont 
have to keep changing the batteries! 
You will love the discreet, comfortable, 
lightweight Open-fit design. The HCR2 48 shipped directly to you and 
pre-programmed for most hearing losses. It will help you hear better 
right out of the box and does not require professional appointments to 
make costly adjustments. 


List Price: $849. 
Sale Price: 2a 


You can spend thousands for an expensive hearing aid, or you can 
spend just $249 for a hearing aid that is great for most hearing losses 
(only $229 each when you buy a pair — hear up to 3 times better than 
wearing just one). We are so sure you will love your hearing aids that 
we offer a 100% Money Back Guarantee - Risk Free if you are not 
satisfied for any reason. 


1 “MONEY SAVING OFFER! 
, Use Coupon Code: AL85 

| 1-888-318-4376 
| 
| 


Only $229 Each When You Buy A Pair! 
(Coupon Code & Price Valid For A Limited Time Only) 
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Indianapolis 500 Festival Memorial Parade Photo courtesy 500 Festival 


Remembering the nation’s fallen is one of our most 
sacred American traditions. Here are some of the 
largest Memorial Day observances across the United 
States to put on your “must-see” list. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. Our nation’s capital is one of 
the best places to spend Memorial Day weekend. PBS 
is sponsoring a free concert on the West Lawn of the 
Capitol at 8 p.m. May 27, with celebrity performers. 
At 2 p.m. May 28, the National Memorial Day Parade 
will march down Constitution Avenue. And don’t 
miss Rolling Thunder XXXI, which begins with a 
“blessing of the bikes” at the National Cathedral on 
May 25. Weekend activities include a candlelight vigil 
at the Wall, the First Amendment Demonstration Run 
and wreath-layings at several memorials. 

Prior to Memorial Day weekend, the 3rd Infantry 
Regiment (the “Old Guard”) places U.S. flags at more 
than 228,000 headstones at Arlington National 
Cemetery, making it an ideal time to walk the 
grounds. You can also visit the Vietnam, Korea and 
World War II memorials on the National Mall. 


NEW YORK CITY All five boroughs of New York 
City host their own Memorial Day activities, 
including Queens’ Little Neck-Douglaston annual 
Memorial Day Parade, billed as the largest in the 
nation. The New York Philharmonic performs a free 
Memorial Day concert at the Cathedral Church of St. 
John the Divine at 8 p.m. The weekend also falls 
during Navy Fleet Week, which concludes with a 
Memorial Day ceremony on the deck of the Intrepid 
Alr, Sea & Space Museum. 


A January survey conducted by 
Travelzoo found that Europe is once 
again a top destination for Americans, 
despite safety concerns. Italy, Ireland, 
France, lceland and the United Kingdom ) 
represent half of the top 10 spots for Oe 
respondents’ 2018 vacation plans. 


= 
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WAYS TO SPEND 
MEMORIAL DAY 


WEEKEND 


These big cities offer 
solemn observances, 
patriotic music and more. 





BY LYN METTLER 


SAN DIEGO Home to the USS Midway aircraft 
carrier, the city hosts several Memorial Day weekend 
events on the vessel, including a memorial ceremony, 
benefit concert and blood drive. There’s also the 
Mount Soledad National Veterans Memorial, high on 
a hill overlooking the city. The memorial, which has 
a 27-foot cross and sweeping views of the Pacific, 
honors veterans living or deceased, from the Revolu- 
tionary War to the war on terrorism. 


INDIANAPOLIS This city, which devotes more 
space to honoring our nation’s fallen than any other 
outside Washington, combines its Memorial Day 
observances with the country’s most famous car race. 
The 500 Festival Memorial Service on May 25 will 
have a keynote speaker, color guard presentation, 
wreath-laying ceremony and a horse-drawn caisson 
from the Indiana National Guard. It’s followed by the 
popular 500 Festival parade on Saturday and the 
“Greatest Spectacle in Racing” on Sunday. 


PHILADELPHIA The city celebrates U.S. history 
with the Sail Philadelphia festival on Memorial Day 
weekend, when a dozen tall ships will visit the 
waterfront at the Independence Seaport Museum and 
Penn’s Landing. On May 26, the Philly POPS will 
present the Comcast NBCUniversal Memorial Salute, 
a free community concert at the Mann Center for the 
Performing Arts. There’s also special Memorial 
Day-themed programming at Independence National 
Historical Park and the National Constitution Center. 


Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at 
GotoTravelGal.com. 


If you've got plans to visit Walt 
Disney World or Disneyland 
this year, don’t miss the flag 
retreat ceremony each evening 
on Main Street U.S.A., which 
includes patriotic music and a 
guest veteran. 
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VETERANS UPDATE 


VA opts for new e-health record system 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 


VA Secretary David Shulkin ordered a pause in 
contract negotiations for a $16 billion electronic 
health record system to ensure that it will be 
interoperable with private-sector hospitals and 
providers, and that its architecture complies with 
industry standards to benefit patient data transfer 
for the nation, he said. 

Shulkin paused negotiations in 
mid-December with Cerner, 
Leidos and other companies that 
had formed a partnership and 
won the contract to develop a 
modern electronic health record 
system for DoD. 

In March, he told a House 
appropriations subcommittee 
that negotiations would resume 
soon, given that VA had gained 
confidence that the new e-record 
system would perform as 
expected to improve patient safety 
and quality of care. 

Primary contractor Cerner 
assured Shulkin that the system 
will be accessible to an expanding 
universe of private-sector providers caring for 
veterans outside the VA health system. Also, 
Shulkin assured members of Congress that up to 
five years of current VA patient records could be 
transferred to the new system. 

In June 2017, Shulkin announced that VA would 
follow DoD’s lead and replace its legacy Veterans 
Health Information Systems and Technology 
Architecture (VistA) with e-record software and 
infrastructure being rolled out for the military. 
Accepting the same popular commercial solution 
as DoD, the Cerner Millennium system would “get 
VA out of the software business” and ensure 
seamless data sharing between VA and DoD, a 
goal since at least 2000. 

However, the push to achieve initial operational 
capability of the DoD system, MHS Genesis, 
across four Pacific Northwest bases encountered 
challenges. Complaints by care providers were 
significant enough that Shulkin paused work on 
the VA contract to reconsider whether the much 
larger VA health-care system would be supported 
well by a system that needed so many tweaks. 

VA hired the nonprofit MITRE Corp. to study its 
draft contract and identify critical issues. MITRE 
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came back with 51 change recommendations, 
Shulkin told lawmakers. VA endorsed every one 
and is having them built into a revised contract, 
of which the most significant would have: 

m VA, not Cerner, own the system’s APIs, or 
application programming interfaces, the gateways 
that allow exchange of health information with 
community providers, insurance 
companies and other private- 
sector systems. 

= VA conduct an annual 
interoperability assessment and 
create an external review panel to 
stay on top of the issue. 

m VA, DoD and Cerner pool their 
“votes” on interoperability 
standards with responsible bodies 
tasked with adopting national 
standards. 

m@ VA create an enterprise-wide 
policy for its data, and publish its 
data model for all other outside 
users to understand and follow. 

“(It’s) an expensive investment 
and a long investment,” Shulkin 
said. “And if we don’t get it right in the beginning 
I don’t think we’re going to have a chance to go 
back and do it over. So we’re taking extraordinary 
lengths to get expertise around the country.” 

VA’s budget for fiscal 2019 seeks $1.2 billion to 
begin to implement the plan. Shulkin reassured 
lawmakers that the system will be interoperable 
with many outside physicians and hospitals, 
despite the tendency of private health networks to 
hoard patient data for competitive advantage. 

Open APIs or gateways for transferring data 
“are the key to having free flow of information, as 
well as adhering to industry standards,” Shulkin 
said. VA will be “breaking open interoperability 
in a way that has not been done before .... We 
have gotten 11 major hospital systems to sign a 
pledge that they will adhere to open APIs and 
industry standards. And more and more health 
systems who want to work with veterans (will) be 
working with us on this pledge. We’re going to 
change care not only for veterans, but across the 
country for all Americans.” 





Media Bakery 


Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for more than 40 years. 
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WE FAIL TO ADDRESS 


America’s soft power grid has potentially 


catastrophic vulnerabilities. 


BY HENRY F. COOPER 
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“Critical infrastructure keeps our food fresh, our 
houses warm, our trade flowing, and our citizens 
productive and safe. The vulnerability of U.S. critical 
infrastructure to cyber, physical and electromagnetic 
attacks means that adversaries could disrupt 
military command and control, banking and 
financial operations, the electrical grid and means 
of communication.” 

— President Donald Trump, identifying the most 
serious existential threats to Americans in his 
National Security Strategy statement, Dec. 18, 2017 


problem, particularly the president’s reference to 

electromagnetic attacks. Lethargic federal efforts 
have left critical infrastructure - particularly the 
electric power grid - vulnerable to a natural or 
man-made electromagnetic pulse (EMP). 

The federal government’s dysfunctionality 
suggests these threats must be addressed from 
the bottom up. If enough citizens gain an 
understanding of these vulnerabilities and that 
they can, and must, be addressed, then they may 
awaken Washington to act more effectively. 


. t is difficult to state more succinctly this urgent 
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VULNERABILITY OF THE GRID On April 21, 2017, 
solar activity allegedly triggered nearly concurrent 
erid outages in New York City, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco - jamming traffic, stranding people 
in elevators, forcing hospitals to use backup 
generators and causing disruptions until power 
was restored. Even if coincidental, they are grist 
for learning important lessons. 

Joseph Weiss, an international authority on 
cybersecurity, control systems and system security, 
observed that San Francisco’s seven-hour outage 
was due to “cascading effects” triggered by a 
single breaker in the allegedly low-impact Larkin 
Street Substation. Given long-well-kKnown root 
causes, like thermally overloaded transmission 
lines, he said this local event should raise red flags 
at the Department of Energy (DoE), the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the 
North American Electric Reliability Corp. (NERC), 
which are failing to protect the U.S. electric system 
from sudden threats, including EMP. 

That San Francisco’s grid failures could cascade 
from a single, relatively minor event brings to 
mind conclusions by former FERC chairman Jon 








Wellinghoff following the 2013 assault-rifle attack 
on San Jose’s Metcalf Substation that forced an 
urgent rerouting of power to Silicon Valley and 
caused an estimated $15 million in damage. 

Reportedly, the perpetrators cut several fiber- 
optic cables linking the substation with others in 
the local grid, but missed one that permitted the 
rebalancing. Had it too been cut, all of Silicon 
Valley might have shut down indefinitely. Similar 
cascading failures from only nine identifiable 
substations could take down the entire U.S. electric 
erid for months, Wellinghoff said. 

The Larkin Street Substation was enclosed in a 
structure that would have shown evidence of a 
terrorist attack by gunfire, like in San Jose; as 
Weiss implied, such a physical attack would not 
have been effective. But radio-frequency weapons 
could have triggered similar failures. 

Simultaneous attacks could be planned nation- 
wide, but nearly concurrent events on the East and 
West coasts in 2017 could reflect the U.K.’s Sun 
warning that “a mega hole in the sun could cause 
blackout mayhem” due to its “belching” of 
radioactive particles toward the earth. Such “space 
weather” effects are somewhat understood and 
expected but are not predictable. 


NATURAL AND MAN-MADE EMP So-called solar 
hole events last longer but cause less damage than 
would a major coronal mass ejection (CME) like 
the 1859 Carrington Event that produced a major 
gseomagnetic disturbance (GMD) damaging and 
destroying telegraph lines, including the first 
undersea telegraph cable. It had little effect on that 
low-tech agrarian society but today would cause 
catastrophic damage to unhardened critical 
infrastructure, particularly the electric power grid. 

We dodged such an event in 2012, when the 
earth orbited past lethal solar particles about a 
week later. Scientists who study space weather or 
so-called natural EMP project a 12-percent-per- 
decade likelihood for another Carrington-like 
event. It is certain to happen again; only its timing 
is unknown. 

While current efforts (however meritorious) 
seek to protect the power grid from natural EMP 
events, little is being done to protect it from much 
more stressful man-made EMP, caused by nuclear 
weapons detonated high in, or above, the 
atmosphere. 

Protecting our critical infrastructure from 
man-made EMP will protect it from natural EMP. 
But the converse is not true. A natural EMP does 
not include high-frequency components that 


threaten solid-state electronics like the supervisory 
control and data acquisition (SCADA) systems that 
control the electric grid and natural gas and 
petroleum pipelines. 

On July 9, 1962, we discovered the importance of 
EMP effects from a 1.4-megaton hydrogen bomb 
detonated 250 miles above the South Pacific. It 
would have created blast effects equivalent to 
1.4 million tons of TNT if detonated within the 
atmosphere - 100 times the yield of the atomic 
weapons detonated over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

About 900 miles away in Hawaii, spectators 
anticipated man-made aurora effects, but 
unanticipated, invisible features were more 
impressive and consequential. Street lights failed, 
TVs and vacuum tube radios malfunctioned, 
power lines fused, and about half our low-altitude 
satellites were damaged. Today’s unhardened 
semiconductor microelectronics would suffer much 
more damage. 

Regrettably, we had poor instrumentation to 
study the aftereffects in part because we were 
unprepared. In 1961, the Soviets broke the 1958 
nuclear test moratorium and conducted a much 
better planned and equipped high-altitude nuclear 
test series in Kazakhstan, over populated areas 
that included state-of-the-art supporting electronic 
infrastructure. U.S. scientists responded with a 
hurried high-altitude test series of their own, cut 
short by the 1963 atmospheric test ban. 

That test demonstrated our strategic system 
vulnerabilities, and EMP effects became highly 
classified. Then, without the benefits of such 
testing, theoretical studies sought to understand 
the previously unanticipated phenomena, and 
we used EMP simulation testing to assure our 
strategic systems’ survivability. 

For example, we built at Kirtland Air Force 
Base in New Mexico an all-wood, nonconducting 
trestle on which we tested strategic aircraft such as 
the B-52. We conducted other simulation tests of 
our Minuteman silo intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) and submarine-launched ballistic 
missile (SLBM) systems and their supporting 
command, control and communication systems. 
But we did not address the vulnerability of civil 
infrastructure on which all Americans depend. 


THE EMP COMMISSION In the late 1990s, Congress, 
led by Reps. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., and Curt 
Weldon, R-Pa., sought to understand the threat and 
underwrite actions to protect the American people. 
Congress formed the Commission to Assess the 
Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic 
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Pulse (EMP) Attack, or 
Congressional EMP 
Commission, which 
briefed a closed session of 
Congress in 2004 on the 
threatening and still 
highly classified facts. 
The commission was 
reinstated in 2006 and in 


2008 published more Wis Tw 
information in an “GX |. aan 

La te ca i eS 
unclassified report. But - _ - = Sas 
key analyses remained Doty eee 


SECIEL,-CVEl as 
commissioners openly 
warned that most 
Americans might die 
following an extended 
erid shutdown caused by an EMP. The commission 
was reinstated again in 2015 but was stalled 

and disbanded by Congress at the end of 2017, 
largely due to lethargy and resistance within the 
Department of Defense (DoD). 

The EMP commissioners were the nation’s most 
competent and technically credible source of 
advice on this threat for 17 years, and disbanding 
them was a terrible decision. Their final reports 
are still tied up in DoD security reviews, withheld 
from the public - and from power companies 
seeking to harden critical infrastructure. 

So, we understood a half century ago the nature 
of the EMP threat and how to counter it, at least 
for some key military systems and associated civil 
infrastructure — but far from all. Private-sector 
engineers need this knowledge to protect all 
Americans from EMP threats. 


EMP hardness. us. airforce 


A RAPIDLY MATURING THREAT The military 
doctrines and planning of Russia, China, North 
Korea and Iran include EMP threats. 

High-yield nuclear weapons, such as those 
tested from 1961 and 1963, are not required to 
produce extensive and intensive EMP effects. 

Indeed, senior Russian generals told EMP 
commissioners in 2004 that Russia “accidentally” 
passed to North Korea information on how to build 
low-yield “super EMP” weapons and that it would 
probably develop such weapons in a few years. 

North Korea’s numerous low-yield nuclear tests 
could underwrite Kim Jong-un’s stated strategic 
goal of obtaining EMP attack weapons. 

Our intelligence community reportedly judges 
that North Korea has up to 60 nuclear weapons 
and has tested a 150-kiloton H-bomb - and an 
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During the Cold War, the Air Force used a 1,000-foot 


wood-and-glue trestle near Albuquerque, N.M., to test 
bombers, fighters, transport aircraft and missiles for 


ICBM that can reach any 
U.S. city. Some apologists 
claim to not worry 
because North Korea must 
still demonstrate it can 
penetrate the atmosphere 
with sufficient accuracy to 
destroy a distant city. But 
an EMP attack above the 

Bi ! Ss = atmosphere would not 

“Sgh & = need atmospheric 
penetration or accuracy. 

And Iran likely knows 
whatever its ally North 
Korea knows and can buy 
it if so desired. Thus, 
North Korea and Iran may 
now or soon have low- 
yield “super EMP” weapons - which could explain 
North Korea’s low-yield underground nuclear tests. 

Both nations could also deliver EMP attacks by 
detonating nuclear weapons carried by satellites. 
They have successfully launched satellites that 
initially approached the United States from its 
undefended south. Such launches are a stepping- 
stone to developing ICBMs - but they could also 
execute an EMP attack. 

The EMP Commission reported that Iran 
launched a ballistic missile from a barge in the 
Caspian Sea in the late 1990s and transmitted 
electronic signals, suggesting a simulated nuclear 
detonation at altitudes up to about 400 kilometers 
(240 miles), possibly training for a devastating 
EMP strike. 

To date, the United States has not deployed a 
ballistic missile defense (BMD) system to counter 
this threat, which could originate on a vessel off 
shore, including in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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MISSILE DEFENSE ROLE Trump’s National Security 
Strategy stated in December that the United States 
is deploying “a layered missile defense system 
focused on North Korea and Iran to defend our 
homeland against missile attacks.” He emphasized 
the role of Aegis BMD ships, which have 
demonstrated they can stop missile/satellite 
attacks if operated by appropriately trained and 
authorized crews. 

Aegis BMD ships do not operate in the Gulf of 
Mexico, but Aegis Ashore BMD sites, as in 
Romania and Poland, can be built on military 
bases around the gulf to defend against such an 
attack. (An Aegis Ashore system has the same 
components of the Aegis BMD system, just 
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assembled on the ground.) Japan reportedly is also 
purchasing two Aegis Ashore sites to defend 
against North Korea’s ballistic missiles, 
complementing its several Aegis BMD ships. 
Congress and the president should give our Aegis 
BMD ships a homeland defense mission when they 
are near U.S. coastal waters or in port. 

In addition to improving our deployed ground- 
based homeland defense, we should develop the 
most cost-effective BMD systems considered in the 
Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) era (1983 to 1993) 
— those based in space. They can intercept ballistic 
missiles launched essentially anywhere, beginning 
in their boost phase, while their rockets still burn, 
all the way to when their nuclear payloads are 
re-entering the upper atmosphere. 

This cost-effective BMD concept was known as 
“Brilliant Pebbles,” a program that the Clinton 
administration abruptly cancelled in 1993. With 
needed funding and management, I believe a less 
expensive, more capable system using today’s 
more advanced technology can be deployed within 
five years. 

Such rapid development could help satisfy the 
concerns of Air Force Gen. John Hyten, who heads 
Strategic Command. He has clearly identified U.S. 
vulnerability to the existential EMP threat and that 
we need new acquisition processes to more rapidly 
deploy capabilities, including space-based missile 
defenses. 


HARDEN THE GRID No defense is perfect, so we 
should “harden” at least key components of our 
critical civil infrastructure, especially the electric 
power grid, against the full complement of threats. 
And if any adversary mounts an EMP attack, we 
should expect a pre-emptive combination of cyber, 
physical, radiofrequency and other attacks to 
confuse and weaken our response. 

The Obama administration mandated protecting 
the grid against a major solar storm that will 
surely one day occur - a natural EMP event. But 
such hardening efforts will not protect the grid 
from man-made EMP or other threats posed by 
terrorists or rogue regimes. We should address the 
man-made nuclear EMP threat and natural 
geomagnetic disturbances with competently 
executed, integrated initiatives from the bottom 
up, beginning at the local level. Such efforts 
should also protect against physical, cyber and 
radiofrequency attacks. 

Some of these threats and failures of the past 
were identified in an April 20, 2017, letter from 
EMP Commission Chairman William R. Graham to 
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Secretary of Energy Rick Perry. He emphasized 
that EMP is the ultimate cyberweapon of Russia, 
China, North Korea and Iran, all of which see 
combined arms cyberwarfare as a decisive 
revolution in military affairs. Protecting the grid 
from nuclear EMP attack helps mitigate lesser 
threats, including natural EMP from solar storms, 
non-nuclear EMP from radiofrequency weapons, 
cyberattacks, physical sabotage and severe 
weather. 

Graham also emphasized “islanding” portions of 
the electric grid by hardening methods to protect 
local areas, and even individual states as part of a 
larger regional grid, from a prolonged catastrophic 
blackout. This method is being used to improve 
erid viability of the counties around Rock Hill, 
S.C., and Charlotte, N.C. - home of Duke Energy, 
one of the nation’s largest energy companies. 

In his letter, Graham warned Perry that EMP 
commissioners were profoundly concerned that the 
2014 intelligence community assessment of nuclear 
EMP was erroneous, “perhaps the worst ever 
produced on EMP,” dismissing the threat despite 
overwhelming evidence to the contrary. This 
concern still exists. 


WHAT NOW My May 4, 2017, testimony to the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
emphasized: 

@ DoD has understood the nature of the EMP 
threat and how to counter it for a half century. 
But its agencies have blocked progress by stalling 
the initial startup of the last congressionally 
re-established EMP commission by a year, 
inhibiting its effective operation, and restricting 
publication of its reports - particularly to electric 
power companies now seeking to develop, deploy 
and maintain effective hardening designs. 

@ DoE laboratories and other agencies are trying to 
relearn lessons mastered by DoD nearly a half 
century ago. And without associated realistic 
testing, current efforts can easily - and have 
predictably - run amok. 

@ Political/bureaucratic problems create mission 
conflicts between DoD and other government 
departments and agencies, such as the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS). A few years ago, the 
commander of Northern Command (NORTHCOM) 
recognized the EMP threat by hardening the 
infrastructure used to warn U.S. strategic forces 
and the president of impending attacks. Almost 
$1 billion reportedly was being spent to harden 
and move key equipment to his Cheyenne 
Mountain command center. 
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However, DoD is not responsible for protecting 
the nation’s civil infrastructure, as once it was. 
From World War II to the Carter administration, 
such civil defense was a DoD responsibility - but 
then it was transferred to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, initially in DoE and to DHS 
after 9/11. 

Now, DoD - especially NORTHCOM - has only a 
supporting role to DHS in protecting the electric 
power grid, even though most DoD infrastructure 
depends on its viability when under EMP attack. 

DHS is not preparing the nation’s emergency 
managers (federal, state and local) to deal with 
EMP. And no one below the president is 
responsible for an integrated response to the 
EMP threat. 

Some state initiatives have been positive in the 
absence of Washington’s leadership, but as yet 
none has been completely successful. About three 
years ago, I became frustrated by this process and 
decided to try to work the issue from the bottom 
up in South Carolina, beginning at the local level. 

I approached the chairman of the Electrical 
Engineering Department at my alma mater, 
Clemson University, and through his contacts 
joined forces with Duke Energy to address the 
EMP threat to the grid. I have not, and will not, 
sell anything to or for Duke and would not accept 
its money if offered. I just want to cut through the 
morass and provide hope that my grandchildren 
can survive an EMP attack. 

Duke engineers are concerned about this threat 
and agreed to conduct a bottom-up program to 
assure the viability of its hydroelectric, nuclear 
and coal power plants and associated grid 
infrastructure around Lake Wylie (on the Catawba 
River that runs between North and South 
Carolina) that interconnects those plants and 
others to customers. We refer to this as the “Lake 
Wylie Pilot Study.” I began this effort with several 
biases, based on a lifetime of experiences that 
guide my assessments and recommendations: 

@ We will never confidently harden the entire 
erid, so we have to establish priorities. I give top 
priority to assuring the safety and viability of the 
100 nuclear power plants that produce about 20 
percent of U.S. electricity and half the electricity 
in my home state of South Carolina. In building 
protected “islands” around these plants, we must 
first be certain their cooling water systems can 
function in an indefinite grid shutdown, to avoid a 
Fukushima-like disaster. 

@ We must assure sufficient generating and 
loading conditions are available from the 
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surrounding grid to restart power plants, which 
will shut down to protect themselves if the grid 
goes down. 

@ | don’t believe in anything that isn’t regularly 
tested and subjected to independent critical 
review. Effective testing and maintenance are 
major challenges that must be overcome. 

™@ Accomplishing these objectives requires 
considerable cooperation at the local level, without 
which there is little hope for most citizens who 
depend on electricity for lifeline services in a 
just-in-time economy. 

Duke Energy intends to assure that its power 
plants are functional after an EMP attack, but we 
must assure that Duke-provided electricity makes 
its way to York County citizens via infrastructure 
owned and operated by a Rock Hill utility 
company and York County cooperatives. We seek 
to assure viable water/wastewater infrastructure, 
especially for the main York County hospital. 
Without water, patients die quickly. 

In any case, our efforts should serve as a pattern 
that can be followed by over 1,500 electric utilities 
and co-ops key to delivering electricity to their 
subscribers throughout the nation. We also intend 
to work closely with the National Guard and 
adjutants general across the United States because 
of their key related roles. 

Trump should improve these conditions, 
preferably under provisions of an executive order 
that establishes authoritative leadership in the 
White House, with access to him and a charter to 
recommend how best he should integrate the 
disparate elements of the currently dysfunctional 
federal government and its efforts to support 
associated state and local efforts to protect 
Americans against EMP damage. 

If this is done, the effective design, deployment 
and operation of a complex system requires a 
competent “red team” with access to all design, 
deployment and operations information, which 
can challenge all efforts and report findings to top 
management. This function should also be led by 
the White House. & 


Henry F. Cooper, an Air Force veteran with an 
engineering Ph.D., is chairman of High Frontier, a 
nonprofit organization focused on defenses against 
ballistic missile attack with a particular interest in 
protecting the U.S. electric power grid. He was 
President Ronald Reagan’s ambassador and chief 
negotiator at the the Geneva Defense and Space 
Talks, and Strategic Defense Initiative director 
under President George H.W. Bush. 
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Bea Martinez holds 

photographs of the three 

Midvale friends at her home 

in Salt Lake City. At the top 

left is Tom Gonzales, and John 
“Jimmy” Martinez is on the right. 
The bottom frames show Frank 
“LeRoy” Tafoya on the left and 
another image of Jimmy Martinez 
OPN D er 








THE MIDVALE @URDIES 


Three friends grew up together in a small Utah city. 
In Vietnam, they lost their lives in quick succession. 


BY HENRY HOWARD 





idvale, Utah, still remembers a 
Ad heartbreaking 16-day stretch in 1967 
ok S% when three families lost their sons in the 
Vietnam War. Frank “LeRoy” Tafoya, John 
“Jimmy” Martinez and Tom Gonzales lived near 
each other on successive streets in the small city 
outside Salt Lake City. 

They grew up together. They went to school 
together. They played sports together. 

And in their families’ darkest hour, their 
community came together. 

Mourners overflowed the local Catholic parish 
for funerals for Jimmy and Tom. At LeRoy’s 
funeral, Latter-day Saints followers packed a 
wardhouse. 

“Everyone was In mourning,” says Martinez’s 
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sister, Bea. “It was one after another after another. It 
was a tough thing. Everybody remembers it.” 

Amadeo “Eloy” Romero attended the funerals of 
all three men. He was Jimmy’s cousin and a close 
friend of LeRoy. 

“Inside my feelings were tougher at LeRoy’s 
funeral,” says Romero, who grew up in nearby 
Lark, a town of 500. “Those three deaths were 
really emotional for the communities of Midvale, 
Bingham and Lark. It was very emotional for 
everyone, whether they were close to them or not.” 

Each of the men was 20 or younger. All died in 
combat. 

LeRoy was killed on Nov. 22, 1967. The next day 
— Thanksgiving - Jimmy was killed. On Dec. 7, 
Tom was killed. 
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Amadeo “Eloy” Romero of Taylorsville, 
Utah, talks about the loss of his friend, 
Army Spc. 4 Frank “LeRoy” Tafoya, who was 
killed in combat Nov. 22, 1967, in the Binh 
Thuan province of Vietnam. photoby.riana Scroggins 


‘ALWAYS SMILING’ Motivated and angered by 
the deaths, Romero joined the Marines in January 
1968. “It was an obligation,” he says, adding that 
he was sent to Quang Tri province, where his 
cousin was killed. “Maybe I had a grudge or 
something, but I knew I had to go in.” 

Romero and LeRoy attended school, worked at 
the Welch Planing Mill, played sports and drank 
beer together. “I loved LeRoy,” says Romero, 

a member of American Legion Post 132 in 
Taylorsville, Utah. “He was a nice guy, easygoing, 
always smiling.” 

LeRoy took on the role of protector at an early 
age. His stepdad abused the entire family, Romero 
learned recently. “I didn’t know any of what he 
went through (when we were growing up),” says 
Romero, who traveled to the Vietnam Wall in the 
late 80s and returned with etchings of his friend’s 
name that he still has today. “LeRoy often took the 
whipping instead of his siblings or mom.” 

LeRoy died protecting others. 

When enemy fire pinned down his platoon in a 
rice paddy field, he “exposed himself to the enemy 
fire as he moved forward to provide security for 
his platoon’s right flank,” his posthumous Silver 
Star citation reads. “Despite his wound, (he) 
remained exposed to enemy fire as he provided 
covering fire for a helicopter which was trying to 
land. While providing this suppressive fire (he) 
was mortally wounded.” 


REMEMBERING JIMMY His siblings remember 
Jimmy’s trademark smile, “a smirk.” Today they 
tell stories of his love of family and country. “He 
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was all about our freedom,” Bea says. “He was so 
young when he joined. It was something he 
wanted to do for his country and his family. 

“He left a big impression on a lot of people.” 

The day after LeRoy died, Jimmy set out on a 
pre-dawn patrol. He was among three Marines 
killed instantly when an enemy booby trap set off 
a fragmentation grenade. 

Hours later back in Utah, the Martinez home was 
abuzz with preparations for the Thanksgiving meal. 
Bea, age 9, was in the front room when she saw 
soldiers approach. “I was so young but I remember 
it vividly, like it was yesterday,” she says. 

Tony Martinez, who was 16, answered the door 
and told Bea to get their mother some water. 
Another relative left to track down their father. 

“When Dad returned home, he said, ‘It can’t 
be,” Tony recalls. “Everybody takes it differently. 
My dad just couldn’t breathe. We took him into the 
other room, and when he came back he said, 

‘T think you got the wrong person.’” 

The reality devastated the large family. Jimmy 
was the fifth oldest of 12 siblings. 

Their mother, Maria, had a hard time with 
Thanksgiving for the next 50 years. “We’d celebrate 
it, but there was something missing,” Bea says. 

One thing that helped the Martinez family heal 
was Jimmy’s presence in their front room. For nearly 
50 years, a glass-and-wood case displayed his Marine 
dress blues, photos of the three Midvale friends, a 
small Virgin Mary statue and other memorabilia. 

The family contacted Bill Miller, director of the 
Midvale City Museum, who agreed to exhibit the 
uniform. He helped collect it at the Martinez home. 
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Marine Lance Cpl. John “Jimmy” Martinez’s only sister, Bea, and brother 
Tony treasure the U.S. flag presented to the Martinez family at Jimmy’s 
funeral more than 50 years ago. Martinez was killed in an explosion in 
the Quang Tri province Nov. 23, 1967, the day after Army Spc. 4 Frank 
“LeRoy” Tafoya died in the Binh Thuan province. Photoby sriana Scroggins 


“You walked in the front room and saw the 
uniform just hanging there in the display case,” he 
says. “I’m not going to say he was there but everyone 
who was there felt something, a spiritual feeling that 
they were watching over us. It was just so serene.” 

At the museum, the uniform is prominently 
displayed. “I love that uniform,” Miller says. “It’s 
kind of emotional to stand here and look at it. It’s 
one of the greatest things we have in here.” 


BROTHERLY LOVE Tom Gonzales was “really 
athletic, lettered in track,” says his younger brother, 
Gene. “(He) was really outgoing, connected with 
people and made friends easily.” 

Tom was the 11th of 14 Gonzales children. Gene is 
the youngest. Another brother, Louie, was a year 
younger than Tom, who took Gene and Louie under 
his wing. “He protected me, kept us out of trouble,” 
Gene says. “He took us everywhere, like a big 
brother does.” 

Like LeRoy, Tom made the ultimate sacrifice while 
protecting his comrades. 

On Dec. 7, he was leading his platoon on a mission 
to help another American unit in a village in Binh 
Dinh province. As gunfire scattered his troops, he 
charged forward and prepared to throw his grenade. 
A sniper shot Tom, who fell on his grenade. 

The Gonzales family was expecting Tom to return 
home shortly on leave. 
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“IT was at school, and when they called me to come 
to the office, they told me to go home,” Gene recalls. 
“When I got home, I thought he would be there. The 
streets were packed with cars. I went in and it was 
pretty sad. I was in a daze for two or three months.” 

Later, Gene was drafted into the Army, but he was 
not sent to Vietnam. 

“T visit him three or four times a week,” says Gene, 
noting that Tom is buried in Midvale Cemetery, a 
half-mile from where he lives. “I think about him 
pretty often.” 


PRESERVING MEMORIES At the cemetery, a 
Vietnam War memorial lists the three friends’ names 
among 22 from Midvale who died in the war. Their 
close-knit community will never forget their sacri- 
fice. Even today, longtime friends offer condolences 
to the family members. 

“The memories are there,” Bea says, admiring a 
black-and-white photo of Jimmy in his uniform. 
“They're never going away.” & 


Henry Howard is deputy director of The American 
Legion’s Media and Communications Division. 


Go online to see more photos from the Midvale buddies: 


€ www.legion.org/magazine 
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William Matz, the new 
secretary of the American 
Battle Monuments 

Commission, is.a 






BY CHRISTIAN M. DEJOHN 


Photo by Brooks Craft/USD Magazine 





n the late 1920s, a young Army major was post during one of the agency’s busiest years, 
assigned to a small federal agency in including the centennial of several World War I 
Washington to work on a guide to military battles and the armistice that ended the war. 
cemeteries and monuments of the Great War. During a four-decade military career, Matz 
After the 1918 armistice, some 2,400 temporary fought in the Mekong Delta, served on Korea’s 
American cemeteries remained in Europe, many DMZ and deployed to Panama in Operation Just 
near where doughboys had fallen. Congress tasked Cause. He is an Army Ranger School graduate with 
the American Battle Monuments Commission multiple tours with the 82nd and 101st Airborne 
(ABMC) with creating cemeteries, chapels and divisions and two years with the Navy/Marine 
monuments to honor the dead and missing, worthy amphibious forces during his second Vietnam tour. 
of families visiting the final resting places of their Matz also served as executive secretary to two of 
loved ones. President Ronald Reagan’s secretaries of defense, 


After the guidebook’s first edition was published, Caspar Weinberger and Frank Carlucci - a job he 
the major went overseas to revise it for the veteran jokes was “a different kind of battlefield.” 


who wanted to “find his way to where he fought.” President Donald Trump’s naming Matz to lead 
Originally titled “American Armies and Battlefields _ ABMC is the second time a sitting president has 
in Europe,” it’s still a standard reference. The called on him. In 2005, President George W. Bush 
major who toiled on that assignment? Dwight appointed him to the Veterans’ Disability Benefits 
Eisenhower. As for ABMC, it adopted the motto Commission. “I don’t look on it as a job,” Matz 
“Time will not dim the glory of their deeds,” from —= says of ABMC, “but a calling. It’s an honor to be 
the words of its first chairman, General of the part of the sole agency responsible for overseeing 
Armies John J. Pershing. and maintaining these sacred overseas sites.” 

On Jan. 9, 2018, retired Army Maj. Gen. Matz grew up in Lansdowne, Pa., in a family of 
William Matz - decorated Vietnam War combat World War II veterans, including two uncles who 
infantryman and American Legion life member - served in the Army. One was at Hickam Field, 
became ABMC’s eighth secretary. He takes the Pearl Harbor, during the Japanese attack and the 
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other fought on New Guinea. A third uncle, a 
Marine, was wounded on Guadalcanal. 

As a Cub Scout carrying the U.S. flag in parades, 
Matz saw World War I veterans who had been 
gassed and injured. He faced adversity early in life 
when, stricken by polio, he was told he would 
never walk again without a brace or crutch. 

“After months of treatment,” he says, “I began to 
regain use of my leg and relied less on the braces 
and crutch. Muscle development came slowly, but 
I persevered. It was my father, a World War II 
Navy veteran, who said to me, ‘Put that crutch 
away and stand on your own two feet.’” 

He went on to play lacrosse at Gettysburg 
College, and completed ROTC. “My battle with 
polio forced me during my formative years to 
persevere no matter what the obstacle, and to 
overcome physical challenges,” he says. 


GLOBAL PRESENCE ABMC manages 26 
overseas cemeteries and 29 memorials. It cares for 
the graves of nearly 125,000 Americans killed in 
the world wars, and honors by name more than 
94,000 who were missing in action, lost or buried 
at sea during World War I, World War II, and the 
Korean and Vietnam wars. 

On Matz’s first overseas trip as ABMC secretary 
earlier this year, he visited five sites, including the 


Normandy and Aisne-Marne American Cemeteries. 


During a winter snowfall, he paused to thank 
French groundskeepers who keep these “national 
treasures” in “pristine” condition. 

Nine of the cemeteries hold U.S. World War I 
dead. The largest number in Europe - 14,246 - 
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Matz visited the Pointe 
du Hoc Ranger 
Monument in France 
during an overseas trip 
in February. 


Photo courtesy American Battle Monuments 
Commission 


rest at the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery. 
One of the smallest sites is newly acquired by the 
agency: the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial 
Cemetery, in which lie early aviators like Maj. 
Raoul Lufbery, who fought for France before the 
United States entered the war in April 1917. 

ABMC Deputy Secretary Robert Dalessandro, a 
retired Army colonel and member of the U.S. 
World War One Centennial Commission, says the 
Great War was a watershed cultural moment for 
American families. Approximately 500,000 
immigrants from 46 countries served, with 13 
earning Medals of Honor. Tennessee-born Set. 
Alvin York, who at first resented being “throwed” 
into a melting pot of “foreigners,” went on to 
dedicate his memoirs to “the Greeks, Irish, Poles, 
Jews and Italians who were in my platoon ... I jes’ 
learned to love them.” 

This year’s anniversaries honor ties dating to the 
American Revolution. “France is our oldest ally, 
and many French know more about the Battle of 
Yorktown than most Americans,” Dalessandro 
says. “Many ABMC employees in France are 
French nationals whose ancestors began with the 
old Army Graves Registration Service in Pershing’s 
day. Some French families have worked at these 
sites for generations.” 

While known for cemeteries in Europe, ABMC 
has overseen the design and construction of the 
Korean War and World War II memorials in 
Washington, D.C., both transferred to the National 
Park Service upon completion. The agency also 
maintains sites whose locations may surprise 
some, including Mexico City National Cemetery, 


ADVERTISEMENT 


The Big Voice: Vets Put Their 
Lives on The Line, Now Their 
Lungs May Be on The Line 


ilitary Veterans know the slogans, “Not for 

Self, but Country/Non Sibi Sed Patriae,” “Army 

Strong,” and “Always Faithful/Semper Fidelis.” 
No matter which branch of the military, the theme is being 
one and acting as one. Military personnel have acted as 
one through both World Wars, Korea, Vietnam, and most 
recently, the Gulf War, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 

Help your country first, and think about risks and 
liabilities later. For many Veterans, risks and liabilities 
are now taking the form of lung diseases, such as chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and pulmonary 
fibrosis. The latest generation involved in desert fighting is 
experiencing an even higher occurrence of lung diseases. 


Why Would I Develop COPD? 
Veterans Administration (VA) research indicates 
that Veterans involved in desert fighting are three times 
as likely to develop COPD than the average American. 
Deployed Vets are more likely to develop COPD compared 
to soldiers who stayed home. 
Why these startling statistics? It’s mostly environmental. 
Veterans were deployed and inhaled toxic fumes. 
« Burn pit next to camp? 
« Near a car or roadside bomb? 
« Caught in a sand storm? 


* And, maybe smoked cigarettes? 
* All can contribute to COPD! 


Head to the VA Hospital for Treatment. 

Many Veterans rely on the VA for COPD treatments, 
and the VA approves several treatments that are similar 
to what other insurance companies, Medicare, and 
Medicaid provide. 

The basic treatment — an inhaler, a steroid ora 
nebulizer — treats the symptoms but not the disease. 





Veteran Dennis saw an 18% increase in FEV 1 results 
after cellular therapy treatment. Contact the Lung Health 
Institute to find out which treatment plan is right for you. 


| ‘Dennis is an actual Lung Health Institute patient 


VA and DoD guidelines clearly state that treatments are 
for “managing the symptoms of COPD.” 


Vets find the Lung Health Institute Treats the Disease. 

The Lung Health Institute was founded to improve 
the quality of life for those suffering from chronic lung 
disease, Veterans are turning to the Lung Health Institute 
for a solution that treats their disease and not just their 
symptoms. The Lung Health Institute’s cellular therapy 
is remarkable for its ability to help ease symptoms and 
address progression of COPD. 

After undergoing cellular therapy, Veterans responded 
better to treatments than the general population. And, a 
typical patient reports some remarkable results. 

There is no cure for lung diseases, but 84 percent 
of COPD patients receiving cellular therapy at the Lung 
Health Institute report an improved quality of life within 
three months of treatment. They are more active and 
enjoying life again. 

The Lung Health Institute has five clinics around the 
United States and they truly believe Veterans deserve the 
chance to fight COPD just like they fought for our country. # 


CELLULAR THERAPY: THE NEXT BIG THING 


Lung Health Institute specialists are using cellular therapy to offer treatment plans for people suffering 


from lung diseases such as: 


COPD ® Emphysema ® Pulmonary Fibrosis ® Chronic Bronchitis @& 


if you or a loved one suffers from a chronic lung disease, contact the Lung Health 


Institute to find out if cellular therapy treatments are right for you. 





Call (866) 755-0320 for a free consultation or visit the LungHealthinstitute.com/Legion 


Interstitial Lung Disease 
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LUNG HEALTH 
INSTITUTE 


All claims made regarding the efficacy of Lung Health Institute's treatments as they pertain to pulmonary conditions are based solely on anecdotal support collected 
by Lung Health Institute. Individual conditions, treatment and outcomes may vary and are not necessarily indicative of future results. The treatments, claims, and 
other information contained in this advertisement have not been evaluated or approved by the FDA. Individuals are encouraged to speak with his or her primary 
physician for treatment suggestions and conclusive evidence. All information in this advertisement should be used for educational and informational use only, 
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Santiago Surrender Tree in Cuba, Corozal 
American Cemetery in Panama and Clark 
Veterans Cemetery in the Philippines. Matz 
himself has a connection to Corozal: he served 
with the 7th Infantry Division troops near it in 
Operation Just Cause. 

ABMC’s World War II sites span the globe: 
93,000 American dead rest in 14 cemeteries and 
more than 78,900 missing are named. Each site 
recognizes U.S. forces near where they fought - 
including the Philippines, Tunisia, Italy, France, 
England, Belgium and Luxembourg. 

The Sicily-Rome American Cemetery received a 
historic papal visit in 2017, the first to a U.S. 
military cemetery. Buried there is posthumous 
Silver Star recipient Army Nurse Corps Lt. Ellen 
Ainsworth, killed in action at Anzio while 
shielding her patients. 

Many graves are “adopted” or visited by local 
families, says Sarah Herrmann, ABMC’s digital 
communications manager. Belgians participate in 
the Sentinels of Memory program through the 
American Overseas Memorial Day Association, 
while at the Netherlands American Cemetery, 
every grave and name on the Walls of the Missing 
has been adopted by a local family - more than 
10,000 in that cemetery alone. 

ABMC maintains World War IJ monuments in 
remote Pacific outposts: Guadalcanal, Midway 
Island, Papua New Guinea. This year, a memorial 
will be dedicated to U.S. troops stationed in New 
Zealand during World War II. Another will honor 
World War II and Cold War service of Americans 
in Iceland. 

The goal, says Tim Nosal, ABMC’s chief of 
external affairs and a Navy veteran of the Iraq 
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Belgian children kneel 
next to the graves of 
U.S. servicemembers 
during a Memorial Day 
ceremony at Flanders 
Field American 
Cemetery in Belgium. 


Photo courtesy American Battle Monuments 
Commission 


War, is to “put a face on all those headstones.” 
During the world wars, he adds, families had the 
choice of repatriation of remains or burial in 
overseas military cemeteries. After World War I, 
some 30 percent of identified servicemembers’ 
known burials were in ABMC cemeteries; the 
figure for World War II is around 24 percent. 

At a Netherlands American Cemetery Memorial 
Day ceremony in 2015, Herrmann met a local man, 
Hank Verouden, who had a story to tell. 

“A small piece of his ear was missing,” she says. 
“In the fall of 1944, when he was a boy, a bullet 
erazed him as Americans were battling Germans 
to liberate his small town. More than 70 years 
later, tears ran down his face as he told the story. 
Europeans have not forgotten American sacrifices.” 


‘PULLS AT MY SOUL’ ABMC is renovating and 
adding visitor centers at several sites, each with 
exhibits, photographs, maps, films and interpretive 
kiosks. This month, a new visitor center will open 
at the Chateau-Thierry American Monument in 
France. Last year, two opened at the Flanders Field 
and Meuse-Argonne American Cemeteries. The 
Normandy Visitor Center will undergo major 
renovations for the 75th anniversary of D-Day, 

and another is set to open at Manila American 
Cemetery in October 2019. 

Since the Korean War, U.S. policy has been for 
the remains of Americans killed in action overseas 
to be returned home, Nosal says. But while most 
ABMC cemeteries are closed to new burials, 
technology has made possible the identification of 
remains long marked “unknown.” 

In 1944, Navy radiomen Henry and Louie Pieper 
were killed when their LST hit a German mine off 
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Normandy. One brother was laid to rest in 
Normandy American Cemetery; the other was 
buried as an “unknown” in Belgium. In 2016, 
Nebraska high school student Vanessa Taylor 
helped untangle the mystery. The next year, the 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency exhumed 
remains believed to be Henry’s from Ardennes 
American Cemetery and confirmed identification. 
The twins will be reunited this summer near the 
site of Reagan’s 1984 “Boys of Pointe Du Hoc” 
speech, and buried side by side at Normandy. 

At Honolulu’s National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific, known as the Punchbowl, ABMC is 
renovating the Courts of the Missing. Engraved 
there are the names of 18,095 missing, lost or 
buried at sea from World War II in the South Pacific 
and 8,209 from the Korean War. The project will 
replace discolored limestone panels in the World 
War II and Korean War courts. In 1980, Vietnam 
War Courts of the Missing were added, with the 
names of another 2,504 missing. The Vietnam 
Pavilion followed in 2012, featuring mosaic 
Campaign maps similar to those depicting World 
War II Pacific operations and the Korean War. 

Honoring the Vietnam War’s fallen and missing 
is personal to Matz. Fifty years ago, he commanded 
a rifle company during the 1968 Tet Offensive, and 
11 of his soldiers’ names are etched on the Wall in 
Washington, D.C. 

“The tenacity and bravery our infantrymen 
showed on a daily basis will always stay with me,” 
he says. “I was in awe of them.” Pinned down, 
wounded himself, Capt. Matz saved the lives of 
several men by pulling them to safety. 

“Every soldier showed tremendous courage in 
the face of enemy fire,” says Matz, who received 
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A new visitor center at 
the Chateau-Thierry 
American Monument 
includes artifacts, 
interactive displays 
and exhibits that tell 
the story of U.S. 
operations in the 
Aisne-Marne region 
during World War |. 


Photo courtesy American Battle Monuments 
Commission 


the Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star and 
Purple Heart. “They showed me what battlefield 
courage and valor were, and what it truly means to 
be an infantryman.” 

This Vietnam War experience shapes Matz’s 
leadership of ABMC. “Having been an infantryman, 
I have a feel for the up-close terror, hardship and 
suffering that these war dead incurred,” he says. 
“War is often described in big numbers, figures and 
concepts that erase the personalization of those 
who fought. But walking through the cemeteries, 
reading the names and ranks and dates of death 
and seeing the number of headstones ... it makes 
these wars very personal - you quickly realize the 
human cost.” 

Matz also appreciates the close ties between 
ABMC and The American Legion. Pershing played 
a role in the creation of both organizations, he 
says, and the Legion “has always supported 
ABMC’s sacred mission.” Since 2013, the Legion’s 
Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund has 
provided 81,156 grave-marker U.S. flags for 
Memorial Day ceremonies at ABMC cemeteries. 

Matz is proud to carry that sacred mission 
forward. “To now be a part of the agency that 
oversees their final resting place is an honor and 
responsibility that weighs heavily on me,” he says. 
“It pulls at my very soul.” & 


Christian M. DeJohn is a 1/104th Cavalry veteran of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and member of Pennsylvania’s 
American Legion Post 945. A former M1 Abrams 
tank gunner, he is the author of “For Want of a Gun: 
The Sherman Tank Scandal of WWII” and the 
Abrams tank, Bradley CFV/IFV and Humvee volumes 
in the “Legends of Warfare” series. 
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Need to get back on track? 


Create a financial calendar for all seasons. 


alendars, checklists and a big to-do desk 
q * pad are part of my organizational toolkit. In 

terms of usefulness, I’'d rank them right up 
there with spreadsheets. 

As a Type A financial planner, I’m always willing 
to give new strategies a test run. I’ve done my 
research over the years, and here’s what I’ve learned: 
for the big picture, nothing works better at keeping 
you on track than a financial calendar. 

Ready to get organized? Here’s your perfect month- 
by-month framework that includes a money must-do, 
a few financial reminders and key dates. 


JANUARY Take advantage of the motivation, 
energy and commitment that comes with a new year, 
and channel it into positive change. 

= Money must-do: Assess where you stand. Whether 
you're trying to dig out of debt, get a handle on your 
budget or build for the future, start by taking a close 
look at your current situation. This includes your 
income, expenses, assets and liabilities. 

# Don’t forget: Check your credit report; update your 
financial goals. 

@ Key dates: Jan. 1 to Feb. 14 (period for switching 
from Medicare Advantage to original Medicare) 


FEBRUARY While you're huddled up inside 
during this cold time of year, why not dig in? 

@ Money must-do: I don’t suggest this for Valentine’s 
Day, but if you don’t already have a “money talk” 
routine, set one up with your spouse or partner. 
Dedicating a few minutes each month or week to talk 
about your financial objectives can help you stay on 
the same page as you work toward your shared goals. 
# Don’t forget: Adjust tax withholdings by updating 
your W-4 with your employer. Modify your budget to 
reflect last month’s assessment and takeaways from 
your team talk. If you’ve had a pay raise, consider 
using the extra money to pay down debt or boost 
your emergency fund, IRA, 401(k) or other employer 
plan contributions. 

m@ Key dates: Last week of February (America/ 
Military Saves Week) 
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BY J.J. MONTANARO 


M AIRC EI Here in San Antonio, we remember the 
Alamo. For the rest of the world, March is about St. 
Patrick’s Day, so I'll focus on good luck. 

@ Money must-do: Make the most of your “green.” 
If you’re getting a windfall tax refund, plan first to 
pay down debt, second to add to your savings and 
then to invest for your future. (It’s OK to build a little 
fun into your plan so you can balance prudent 
planning with enjoying life.) 

# Don’t forget: Discuss the difference between Roth 
and traditional IRAs with your tax adviser. 


AIPIR IL April Fool’s Day, the start of baseball 
season ... and taxes. Because of last year’s Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, you may have changes in your filing 
routine. 

@ Money must-do: Spring-clean your tax files. 

Years ago, an elderly client asked for advice on what 
to keep and what to throw away. She had hundreds of 
boxes of cancelled checks, receipts and other files. 
The IRS advises we keep tax files dating back three 
years. I told her the same (but I think the boxes are 
still in her basement). 

# Don’t forget: Talk with your tax adviser about 
adjustments you might need to make based on the 
new tax law. 

@ Key dates: April 1 (deadline for the year’s first 
required minimum deduction, or RMD), April 15 
(tax-filing deadline) 


ML AY For many students, May marks the end of the 
school year. Summer vacation brings challenges and 
opportunities with respect to child care and camps. 
(May is also the start of moving season!) 

@ Money must-do: Revisit your financial plan. 

I used to joke with clients that the only guarantee 

I could make is that their financial plan would be 
outdated before the ink dried. If life’s circumstances 
have changed, update it. 

# Don’t forget: Talk to your financial adviser about 
the pros and cons of a Coverdell education savings 
account or 529 college savings plan. Check your 
credit report. 


Yesterday's heroes. 


Today’s asbestos 
victims. 


The heroes who built and protected America 40 and 50 years ago are today’s 
most likely victims of serious asbestos-related diseases such as Mesothelioma 
and Lung Cancer. Why? Because construction workers, pipe layers, steam fitters, 
sand hogs, electricians, plumbers, and the sailors wno sweated below decks were 
often exposed to lethal amounts of asbestos. 


Weitz & Luxenberg is the ‘go-to” firm for asbestos victims and their families. 

Our team of 500 lawyers and support staff has won over $17 billion in verdicts 
and settlements. And we represent every client with peerless professionalism and 
sensitivity. With Weitz & Luxenberg there’s never a fee unless we win your case. 
And our over-30 year record for winning is legendary and compelling. 


If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with 
Mesothelioma or Lung Cancer as a result of occupational 
asbestos exposure, please call us at 1-888-411-LAWS 

and let’s see what we can do for you. 
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WEITZ Ay LUXENBERG PC. 


ASBESTOS | DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES | ENVIRONMENTAL | NEGLIGENCE 2018 ay 


700 BROADWAY | NEW YORK, NY 10003 
1-888-411-LAWS (5297) 


BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & MICHIGAN 


Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not main- 
tain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. Not licensed to 
practice law in Louisiana. Gary Klein, Esq. (Lawrence Goldhirsch, Esq., member of FL Bar) 











Send just $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed delivery. 


Yours FREE! 
Battle of 


Khe Sanh 


Vietnam War Coin 


N° own an exclusive 
uncirculated US Half-Dollar 
enhanced by Mystic to commemorate 
the Battle of Khe Sanh. Yours FREE 
— just send $2.95 for shipping and 


guaranteed delivery. 


While US Marines fought 
valiantly on the ground at Khe Sanh, 
they were supported by hundreds of 
airmen overhead. The Ist Cavalry 
(Airmobile) Division — pictured on 
the coin — aided Khe Sanh during 
Operation Pegasus, which began 
April 1, 1968. 


Send today and you’ll also receive 
special collector’s information and 
other interesting coins on approval. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 








Battle of Khe Sanh Coin — ; 
(WYes! Send me the Khe Sanh coin. Enclosed ! 
11s $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed delivery. 1 I 
| Satisfaction guaranteed. Limit one coin. 
! Quick order at 





Name 

Address 

| City/State/Zip 
1 Check or money order —_—_‘NXY St#t residents add sales tax. 
J Visa LJ MasterCard Exp. Date /__- 


! Please send payment to: Mystic, Dept. AA113 
L 9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111 


J UN/JE Summer is here! Vacation time for many 
families, it’s also the start of hurricane season. So ... 
@ Money must-do: Prepare for the unexpected. 
Check the status of your emergency fund. With three 
to six months of your expenses in a savings account, 
you're in good shape. 

# Don’t forget: Create an inventory of your personal 
property — video and written. 

m@ Key dates: June 30 (deadline for college-bound kids 
to submit their Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid, or FAFSA) 


J UILY Independence Day represents all we hope to 
accomplish from a financial standpoint - getting to a 
place where we're financially secure, financially 
independent and free to pursue our dreams. 

@ Money must-do: If you don’t know what you’re 
shooting for, it’s hard to stay on track. To figure out 
how much you'll need and what you should be 
saving, use online tools such as USAA’s Retirement 
Planner, or visit a a financial planner. 

@ Don’t forget: Start a savings account for next year’s 
vacation. 


AUGUST The kids are heading back to school, 
and the transition from laid-back summer to fast- 
paced fall is in full swing, so take advantage of the 
opportunities that result from this annual ritual. 

@ Money must-do: Take a look at your college 
savings plan. In recent years, the amount of student- 
loan debt college grads carry has inched toward 
$40,000. To help reduce this burden on your loved 
ones, consider a contribution to their college savings. 
If they don’t have an account, help them start one. 

@ Don’t forget: Give your teen some cash and use 
back-to-school shopping as an opportunity to teach 
basic budgeting. 

m@ Key dates: Tax-free shopping day or weekend (do a 
quick online search for your state’s dates) 


SIE PTE MBIEIR It’s Life Insurance Awareness 
Month, so add these tasks to your financial routine. 
# Money must-do: Perform a general insurance 
checkup. Lots of life events signal a need to update 
our insurance: kids getting their driver’s license, 
starting their first job, leaving the house. Confirm 
that your insurance reflects your current situation. 
= Don’t forget: Use a life-insurance needs calculator 
like the one at usaa.com or lifehappens.org. 


©CTOIBIER The personal savings rate is just 
above 2 percent, credit-card debt is skyrocketing, and 
the ranks of the un- and underinsured is growing like 
a herd of zombies. This month, combat the scary. 
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@ Money must-do: If you’re enrolled in a Medicare 
Advantage or prescription drug coverage, take 
advantage of the Annual Election Period. Plans are 
constantly changing, and it could be an opportunity 
to reduce your premium or expand your benefits. 
Talk to your insurance agent or USAA to compare 
your coverage, and make changes if appropriate. 

# Don’t forget: Get started on filing your FAFSA 

M@ Key dates: Oct. 15 to Dec. 7 (window to change 
Medicare health and prescription drug coverage) 


NOVEM BER Typically, Thanksgiving is a time 
for families to come together, and that’s where our 
calendar events will focus this month. 

@ Money must-do: While the new tax law makes 
estate taxes less of an issue for most Americans, 
family gatherings are still a great time to review your 
plans and wishes with respect to long-term care and 
the management of day-to-day financial affairs. 

# Don’t forget: Get your affairs in order by updating 
your beneficiary arrangements, wills and other 
estate-planning documents. Make your “on-budget” 
holiday shopping list. 

M@ Key dates: Oct. 15 to Dec. 7 (window to change 
Medicare health and prescription drug coverage) 


DECEMBER It’s difficult to keep our focus on 
finances during the holidays. But if you stick to your 
budget, you'll wrap up the year on a high note. 

@ Money must-do: Take your required minimum 
distribution. If you’re 70% or older, don’t miss the 
Dec. 31 deadline to take your minimum distribution 
from your retirement plan or IRA account (unless you 
just turned 70% and it’s your first RMD, which you 
could delay until April 1 the year after you turn 701). 
A 50 percent penalty is punitive for those who miss 
this deadline. And don’t forget the impact RMDs have 
on your budget: increased taxation of Social Security 
and increased Medicare premiums. Bah humbug! 

@ Don’t forget: Rebalance your portfolio; set up 
year-end doctor’s appointments/medical procedures. 
@ Key dates: Dec. 31 (end of tax year) 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA’s Military Affairs Advocacy Group. USAA is The 
American Legion’s preferred provider of financial 
services. 


HAVE QUESTIONS? CALL USAA 


For each new USAA member who purchases any 


product, the company contributes funds to American 
Legion programs. Join online at www.usaa.com/legion 
or call toll-free 1-877-699-2654. 





Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions. 


New amplified phone lets you <~ 
hear AND see the conversation. 
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The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 


to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss. 


Do you get discouraged when 

you hear your telephone ring? 

Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation — once an important 
part of everyday life — has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said to 
them on the phone, they’re often 
cut off from friends, family, doctors 
and caregivers. Now, thanks to 
innovative technology there Is 
finally a better way. 


A simple idea... made possible 
with sophisticated technology. 
If you have trouble understanding 
a Call, captioned telephone can 
change your life. During a phone 
call the words spoken to you 
appear on the phone’s screen — 
similar to closed captioning on TV. 
So when you make or receive a 
call, the words spoken to you 

are not only amplified by the 
phone, but scroll across the 
phone so you can listen while 
reading everything that’s said to 
you. Each call is routed through 
a call center, where computer 
technology — aided by a live 
representative — generates 
voice-to-text translations. 

The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. Your 
conversation is private and the 
captioning service doesn’t cost 
you a penny. Internet Protocol 
Captioned Telephone Service 

(IP CTS) is regulated and funded 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) and is designed 
exclusively for individuals with 
hearing loss. To learn more, visit 
www.fcc.gov. The Hamilton CapTel 














hello 
kK grandma this is 


aitlynn how are you 
loday? | wanted to 
Say thank you 
for the birthday Card 
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phone requires telephone service 
and high-speed Internet access. 
WiFi Capable. Callers do not 
need special equipment or a 
captioned telephone in order to 
speak with you. 











Finally... a phone 
you can use again. 
The Hamilton 

CapTel phone is 
also packed 

with features 

to help make 

phone calls 

easier. The = 
keypad has Z. 
large, easy to 

use buttons. You 

get adjustable volume 
amplification along with the 
ability to save captions for review 
later. It even has an answering 
machine that provides you with 
the captions of each message. 
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“For years | avoided phone 
calls because | couldn't 
understand the caller... 

now I don’t miss a thing!” 


See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 


SEE what 
you've been refund of the product purchase 
missing! price. It even comes with a 


9-year warranty. 


Captioned 
Telephone 


Call now for our special 
introductory price! 


Call now Toll-Free 


1-888-752-0254 


Please mention promotion code 108771. 


The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss. In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone. Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications. CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 
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Photo courtesy Fun Academy 


SGT. STUBBY, MOVIE STAR 


Four-legged World War | hero immortalized in animated film. 


BY MICHAEL HJELMSTAD 


When filmmaker Richard Lanni began looking for a World 
War I-themed project after his popular, three-part “American 
Road to Victory” series, he liked the idea of following a 
historic figure through the American experience of the Great 
War - and came across the story of the nation’s most famous 


war dog. 


Eight years later, Lanni’s “Sgt. Stubby: An American Hero” 


the animated film follows the stubby-tailed pup rescued 
from the streets of New Haven, Conn., by Cpl. Robert Conroy 
in 1917. The doughboy smuggled Stubby to Europe with the 
102nd Infantry Regiment, 26th “Yankee” Division, where the 
dog served on the Western Front for 18 months. He became 


America’s most decorated dog and a life member of The 


is playing in U.S. theaters nationwide. Based on a true story, Smithsonian. 





Photo by Clay Lomneth 


American Legion, and is currently memorialized at the 


REGISTER NOW FOR 2018 LEGACY RUN 


This year’s American Legion Riders 
Legacy Run will be Aug. 19-23, and online 
registration is now open. 

This year’s run will begin its Centennial 
Ride in the Department of Kansas and end 
near Minneapolis, the site of the Legion’s 
100th National Convention. Each day 
lunch and dinner will be served at an 
American Legion post; all but one were 
chartered in 1919 and 1920. Other stops will 
include memorials, monuments and 
historic sites. 
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The Legacy Run raises funds for the 
Legacy Scholarship Fund, which provides 
college scholarships for children of U.S. 
servicemembers killed on active duty on 
or after 9/11, or post-9/11 veterans with a 
combined VA-determined service 
disability rating of at least 50 percent. 
Non-riding “supporter” registrations are 
available for $20. 

More information about the run, 
including cost, is available online. 

& www.legion.org/riders 





When the division arrived in 
France, Stubby had special orders 
to accompany soldiers to the front 
lines. He saw action in four 
offensives and 17 battles, locating 
wounded soldiers and warning 
others to take cover from incoming 
artillery shells before they'd been 
detected. Stubby’s keen sense of 
smell also made him able to 
anticipate mustard gas attacks, once 
Saving an entire company by alerting 
the men to don their gas masks. 
Stubby is regarded a forerunner of 
the modern military's working-dog 
program. 

Stubby was not only a hero in war, 
as shown in the film, but he was 
heroic in supporting veterans returning to a world that had 
changed. “Veterans had a particularly hard time when they 
came back from the Great War,” Lanni says. “He visited veterans 
in the hospital, he led American Legion parades, and he was 
very active in the Legion.” 

Lanni is the founder of Fun Academy Media Group, 
operating from his homes in Cork, Ireland, and Normandy, 
France, with production and distribution offices headquartered 
in Columbus, Ga. His “American Road to Victory,” which follows 
Gls from D-Day to the Battle of the Bulge, is the most-aired 
World War Il-themed program in U.S. public television history. 

To draw younger viewers, Lanni decided to tell Stubby’s 
story through the eyes of the dog. “I have to be sensitive about 
it,” he says, “otherwise it’s going to be a war movie,.” 

Lanni partnered with Technicolor to handle the film's 
animation through its subsidiary, Mikros Animation, the studio 
behind “The Little Prince” and “Captain Underpants.” 

The film’s 2-D sequence director is Jordan Beck, an officer in 
the Georgia Army National Guard. He also has a voice role. 
“Through this visual language we're able to bring a history to 
life that all audiences can appreciate,” Beck says. “The story of 
how Fun Academy started was Richard realizing if we make this 
as an animated picture, kids can learn history.” 

Lanni and Beck worked together to bring “American Road to 
Victory” to the National Infantry Museum Foundation in 


VERBATIM 


We have an erosion rate that doesn't 
have us thinking we'll be in the 
pay phone business for long. 


Tom Keane, president of Pacific Telemanagement Services, 
which operates 20,000 pay phones around the country. 
Though providers reported $286 million in revenue in 2015, 
there are only 100,000 pay phones left nationwide — a fifth of 
which are in New York. 





Sgt. Stubby leads an American Legion parade. 


Photo courtesy Smithsonian National Museum of American History 
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Columbus, where they put on 
Specialty screenings near Memorial 
Day and the anniversary of D-Day. 

“The American Legion was a huge 
part in endorsing (the series) and 
making it such a staple,” Beck says. 

Lanni is known for telling stories 
through the voices of people who 
were there. “We are telling a true 
story, so some of these people 
actually existed,” he says. “It doesn’t 
feel like the usual animation.” 

The voice cast of “Sgt. Stubby” 
includes Logan Lerman, Helena 
Bonham Carter and Gérard 
Depardieu. An original score was 
composed by Patrick Doyle (“Brave,” 
“Thor,” “Harry Potter and the Goblet 
of Fire”). “It is a wonderful emotional script, and Stubby’s 
exciting adventures are a delightful gift for a composer to 
capture,” Doyle says. 

“All generations will take away something different from it,” 
says Lanni, adding that the film appeals to a wide audience. 
“When you look at our social media, which is a fairly good 
barometer of what people think about this, | see grandparents 
saying, ‘| gotta take the grandkids to see this,’ ‘Gotta go as a 
family,’ couples saying ‘Date night,’ and kids saying, ‘| hope 
someone takes us to see this.” 

To Lanni, the film is about the United States coming of age 
internationally, as well as friendship —- between soldiers, the 
main character and the dog, and Americans and the French. 

“It’s very much about courage, and | think a lot of people will 
look at Stubby and identify a bit of themselves in him,” Lanni 
says. “It’s almost the American dream, you know? He went 
away to France as a stowaway and he came back leading the 
parade. It’s charming and it has a heart.” 

A sequel is already planned, about Stubby’s return home. 

American Legion posts are encouraged to go to the film’s 
website - www.stubbymovie.com - to learn about group 
sales and how to bring it to a local theater. 


Michael Hjelmstad is a Marine Corps veteran, writer, film producer 
and member of American Legion Post 43 in Hollywood, Calif. 
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WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


Rohan: Legion exists 
to strengthen America 


American Legion National Commander Denise H. Rohan 
emphasized the purpose of the Legion’s century of service 
to the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs committees 
during the Washington Conference on Feb. 28. 

“The American Legion was built to strengthen America,” 
Rohan said. “That is the ‘why’ of The American Legion. 
| believe that is also the ‘why’ of Congress — and the 
common denominator we share.” 

Introducing Rohan, Speaker of the House Paul Ryan 
praised the role of The American Legion at the local level 
and in national conversation. “People know the Legion as a 
fixture in their communities,” he said. “It is truly a national 
force for good. The Gl Bill is a perfect example. What 
became one of the most consequential laws of the 20th 
century started with a Legion commander putting some of 
his ideas down on a notepad. Fittingly, when it came time to 
pass the Forever Gl Bill last year, the Legion was 
indispensable to getting this done, along with the other 
veterans service organizations.” 

Rohan also spoke of the Legion’s strong opposition to any 
attempt to privatize VA health care. “We did not fight for 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield,” she said of veterans. “We fought 
for the red, white and blue. The American Legion is 100 
percent for funding the VA system, making sure that our 
veterans are taken care of, where they need it (and) when 
they need it. Sometimes that means choice ... but that 
system we have is where veterans need to get their care.” 

As promised, Rohan communicated to Congress the 
urgent needs of those recovering from last year’s hurricanes. 
“Il saw firsthand what that looks like when | toured Puerto 
Rico and the hurricane-torn islands of the Caribbean, where 
U.S. veterans and American Legion members were ... putting 
the needs of others above their own, as their VA facilities 
and communities remained far from restored.” 


Download the Legion’s 2018 Legislative Agenda: 





& www.legion.org/publications 
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| humbly accept ... on behalf of the 
women veterans | sought to honor 
and on behalf of all those on a 
team — that’s you — who made this 
dream come true. 


Diane Carlson Evans, Vietnam War 

combat nurse and architect of the . 
Vietnam Women’s Memorial in Washington, on receiving 
The American Legion’s Patriot Award 


ay 





We have to get to a place where 
were identifying risks like in the 
military side. They call it ‘left of 
boom.’ We have to move left of 
crisis. It could be divorce. It could be 
bankruptcy. Anything could be the V 
boom. But we want to move way - 
left of that. 


Keita Franklin, VA's acting suicide prevention director, speaking to 
the Legion’s National Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission 





VA isn’t going anywhere. But we do 
need to take steps to ensure the 
department is focused on its 
mission and using resources wisely. 


Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., 

House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
chairman, speaking to Legion Family 
members at the Commander’s Call 


I'll tell you that since that first day 
back in March 2011, we were 
honored to have The American 
Legion stand next to us as we 
undertook the rest of the mission 
to stamp out veteran 
unemployment. 


Eric Eversole, president of Hiring Our Heroes, 

speaking at the veterans career fair about the relationship 
between the Legion and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
initiative. The conference also included a résumé workshop and 
other events to help in the job-seeking process. 





Number of unemployed 

veterans in the United States, 
according to Tim Green, director of the Department of 
Labor’s Office of Strategic Outreach, speaking to the 
Veterans Employment & Education Commission 


Percent of unemployed veterans older than 45 


Companies and government agencies 
represented at the Hiring Our Heroes career fair 


Approximate number of job-seekers who 
attended the career fair 
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Ask Your VA ’ ‘ 
ician About { 


Experience the Twin Cities is offering several opportunities for Legion Family 


members to explore Minneapolis during the 100th National Convention Aug. 24-30. “Neck 
Knee 


Back 

~ Shoulder 
Ankle 

Hip 


Options include: 

Minneapolis History and Theater Tour 

Minneapolis Landmark Sightseeing Tour 

“Hands On” Minneapolis Public Art Walking Tour 

Craft Brew Hop Brewery Tour 

A Night of American Musical Theater 

Mall of America Shopping Shuttle 

Paddleboat Dinner Cruise 

Paddleboat Lunch Cruise 

Mystic Lake Casino Gaming Shuttle 

Historic Fort Snelling Tour - Defending Minnesota 

Historic Stillwater Experience — Food, Wine, Beer 
and More! 

Visit www.legion.org/convention/resources to register or learn more. 





Relief Pads made in USA. Device made in China. 


ZINE 


A powerful and practical drug-free treatment 
alternative used for at-home pain 
management. No ice required! 





On Aug. 25, the Minnesota Twins will host the Oakland A’s during American 
Legion Family Night at Target Field. National Commander Denise H. Rohan will Contact us for more information: 
throw out the first pitch at approximately 6:10 p.m. Field box seats are $36, and (877) 901-9663 or (440) 646-1286 
home-plate-view seats are $23. Seating is limited. Go to www.legion.org/ ica ade ad maa 
convention/resources to find out how to order. 





EDUCATION 


Yellow Ribbon 
Frogran BATTERY-POWERED. 
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A Yes. Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits pay of most gas 


for all resident tuition and fees for a mowers. 
public school, or the lower of the 
actual tuition and fees or the national 2 

maximum per year for a private el 


school. If a school’s tuition is higher | ee eee 
| 21" Self-Propelled shown 









than the national average, that school Sis 
may choose to participate in the 
Yellow Ribbon Program, which 
provides additional funds, tuition and 
fees for your degree. 
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Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran wh 


and member of American Legion Post 27 | FREE SHIPPING | Call for FREE Catalog & Special Offer! ij 
in Apache Junction, Ariz. askvalerie@ 6 MONTH TRIAL TOLL 888- 20 g- 5 8 0 6 


legion.org SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY DRbatterytools.com 


Call or go online for details. 
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; Just $1 5999 with FREE Shipping! | 


Plus a FREE 3’x5' nylon American Flag 
y (stitched, not printed!) w/embroidered stars! 


Call Toll Free: 1-800-876-2340 
| Use Savings Code: 18017 | 


24 hrs. a day, or order online at: 
www.sunsetterflag.com 
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LEGION BASEBALL 
Randy Owen headlines Legion World Series 


Ki 


Randy Owen, lead singer of the 
country rock band Alabama, will 
headline the 7th Inning Stretch Festival 
on Aug. 11 in Shelby, N.C., as part of the 
2018 American Legion World Series. The 
World Series will be Aug. 16-21. 

Owen, Teddy Gentry and Jeff Cook still 
perform as Alabama, but limited their 
group appearances after their American 
Farewell Tour in 2002 and 2003. During its 
25-plus years as a band, Alabama claimed 
21 straight No.1 singles (43 in all) and sold 
73 million albums. Alabama has a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and in 2005 
the band was inducted into the Country 
Music Hall of Fame. 





Photo courtesy Randy Owen 


Country band Parmalee will perform during the Host City Welcome on Aug. 15, 
Shelby’s official welcome to the eight teams that will compete at Keeter Stadium. 

The band is made up of brothers Matt Thomas (lead vocals and guitar) and Scott 
Thomas (drums), cousin Barry Knox (bass), and family friend Josh McSwain (guitar), a 
native of Shelby. The brothers began playing in their father’s band when they were 
teens, then formed Parmalee and started touring in 2001. 


€ www.legion.org/baseball 
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Mattis defends readiness policy 


Defense Secretary James Mattis is 
defending the Pentagon’s new “deploy 
or get out” policy as a matter of fairness. 

“If you can’t go overseas,” Mattis said, 
“then obviously someone else has got 
to go. | want this spread fairly and 
expertly across the force.” 

Under the new rules, military members 
who have been non-deployable for the 
past 12 months or more will be separated, 
as Military Times reports. 

Eleven percent of the 2.1 million 
personnel in the total force (active duty, 
reserves and National Guard) are 
non-deployable, the paper notes. That’s 
235,000 troops. 

Of that number, 99,000 have not had 


all of their immunizations or required 
dental exams; 20,000 are not deployable 
due to pregnancy; and 116,000 are not 
deployable due to short- or long-term 
injuries, Military Times adds. 

“You're either deployable, or you 
need to find something else to do,” 
Mattis explained. “I’m not going to have 
some people deploying constantly and 
then other people, who seem to not pay 
that price, in the U.S. military.” 

However, he was quick to add that 
personnel injured in the field are 
exempt from the new policy. “We'll find 
a place to use them,” he concluded. 
“That's a special category. They've 
earned that special status.” 
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Islamic State's 
environmental toll 

“The Islamic State footprint on 
lraq’s environment may be 
unprecedented and permanent,” The 
Washington Post reports. The Islamic 
State’s “toxic legacy,” the Post grimly 
details, includes wide-scale livestock 
deaths, poisoned croplands, and a 
generation of Iraqi children with 
chronic breathing complications. 

The Islamic State burned or 
purposely spilled some 2 million 
barrels of oil between June 2016 and 
March 2017 alone. Environmental 
experts worry that much of the oil 
seeped into the groundwater and 
ultimately into the Tigris River, which 
is “a lifeline for millions of Iraqis.” 

The group also blew up a sulfur 
plant near the city of Qayyarah. The 
resulting blast and fire spewed 35,000 
tons of sulfur into the air, according to 
a United Nations report. 


Post 136, Lodi, N.J. 


Joseph M. Lane Post 136’s American 
Legion Junior Baseball team won the 
Bergen County championship from 
1948 to 1950. The first records of Post 
136 that refer to a baseball program 
are from 1933. 

According to the post’s Centennial 
Celebration page, the team was the 
training ground for Joe Cunningham, 
who went on to play for the St. Louis 
Cardinals, the Washington Senators 
and the Chicago White Sox. 


SHARE YOUR POST’S LEGACY 
Upload stories, photos and videos of 


your post’s history on the Legion’s 
Centennial Celebration website. 
& www.legion.org/centennial 





Photo courtesy Margaret Frontera 
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“Mens Liberty is terrific. I can keep 
doing what I want to do, without 
having to worry about running to the 
bathroom or changing my clothes. 


It is a Godsend.” - John in Michigan 


MENS 


\ LIBERTY 


Covered by Medicare! 


Millions of men spend 
thousands of dollars each 
year on diapers, which are 
not covered by Medicare. 

These men are paying 

as much as $300 out of 
pocket each month... Men's 

Liberty is covered by 

Medicare, most state 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 

most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to 
receive Men’s Liberty. We 
are) olol(emel Meese ee my LLLe} 
to Medicare and your 
Insurance provider. 





What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 


Health risks and high 
out-of-pocket costs... 
men are unaware of 
Liberty's healthier 
alternative! 


Urinary incontinence affects more 
than 4 million men in the United 
States of all ages. Diapers trap 
moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
and injury rates up to 38%. 


There has not been a confirmed 
UT! or serious skin injury caused 
by Men's Liberty, after more than 
four million sold. This is a non- 
invasive, external product that 
allows men to improve their 
lifestyle at work and quality of 
time with family. 


CALL TODAY AND RECEIVE 
A FREE WEEK'S SUPPLY 
WITH YOUR ORDER! 


1-800-814-3259 


Hablamos Espanol 


MENS 


MoE 


www.GetMensLiberty.com 





RAPID FIRE 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


‘We're going over ... to finish it up in a hurry’ 


Editor’s note: Throughout the Great 
War’s centennial, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish excerpts from the 
letters of D.B. “Bernard” Ryan of Albion, 
N.Y., who served as an Army infantry 
officer and helped found American 
Legion Sheret Post 35 in 1919. 


309th INFANTRY, CAMP DIX, N.J. 
MAY 16, 1918 

Dear Mother, 

Thousands of visitors have been 
here every day this week, and with 
being excused to entertain their 
guests and with marking, checking, 
and packing equipment, the men 
have had little drill work. However 
they are getting some today, and 
tomorrow we are scheduled to go to 
the range for the benefit of new men. 

| have felt, while regretting that 
you have not been here, that perhaps it was just as well as 
| have seen some very fond and sad farewells. Everybody is 
very brave about it all, just as you have been. Now you must 
be much braver than ever and | know that you will rise to it. 
You must think of me only as going on a great and worthy 
adventure for our sake and you must be glad that | am in it 
and proud of yourself for giving me to it. Aside from all fine 
phrases and flowery mouthings about the cause we are 
fighting for, we all feel that we are in it for some good end, 
to serve some great purpose in the scheme of the world’s 
progress and that what we accomplish will be well worth 
our sacrifices, whatever or how great they are. 

When my letters stop coming, address me with rank and 
regiment as before, adding “American Expeditionary Forces” 
instead of Camp Dix. Wait a few days before writing to me. 

| am telling you nothing definite, as you can see, for 
| wouldn't if | knew it and | don’t know. But every one of the 
thousand who have been in camp during the last week 
knows that our departure is imminent. 


THE GREAT 


UNDATED BUT POSTMARKED MAY 27, 1918 

Today has seen the final packing and the shipping of all 
baggage except personal effects, which we are to carry. We 
will also wear packs with our overcoats and slickers in them 
& our steel helmets. Even the Colonel is wearing the pack — 
first time in his 30 years in the service. 

| will do my best and whatever becomes of me you will be 
glad | am in this greatest adventure of the world’s people. 


POSTMARKED MAY 27, 1918 

Have just hung up the receiver from talking with you. 
| hesitated about putting in the call because | did not want 
to upset you but | finally decided that we would be glad to 
hear each other speak once more before our greatest 
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WAR 


separation. And then when | got the 
call there was nothing | could say 
really but goodbye and that’s all you 
could think of, too, and | am afraid that 
we didn’t talk our full three minutes. 

| have seen one regiment march 
away in early morning just at daylight 
in a fog so thick that they disappeared 
from view 100 yds beyond us. But their 
band was playing and they were 
marching steadily and straight and 
our men who were already up cheered 
and shouted, “We’re coming, too, right 
behind you.” We’re going over and 
we’re coming back and we’re going to 
finish it up in a hurry. 


The following letter is marked fourth 
of five that reached Mrs. Alice Beach 
Ryan ina single envelope postmarked 
“No. 3 REST CAMP FOLKESTONE.” 


This is written at a point somewhere on the broad Atlantic 
and more than a week from Camp Dix.... there is absolutely 
nothing of interest to relate except a few facts not very 
important generally but perhaps of interest to you and 
which are forbidden — such as the name of the ship, the 
time, date, and methods of departure and of crossing etc. 

What may be important is that yesterday | was 27 and that 
| soent most of the day like the one before it flat on my back 
in my bunk to overcome the effects of what was recorded in 
the ship’s log as “a moderate gale.” Last evening | played 
bridge for a time & then joined the other officers in the 
music room, where a quartet from one of our companies 
entertained us. After all | felt that | had a birthday party. 

The last few days have been cloudy and stormy. Today 
there is quite a fog. Still we keep steaming along in what 
seems at the same time the most casual occurrence and the 
most unreal adventure. There seems to be nothing romantic 
or thrilling in what we are doing. And yet what tale of 
adventures of old could equal the story of thousands of men 
dashing across 3,000 miles of ocean in the presence of a 
pursuing enemy who with one well directed torpedo could 
send hundreds to the bottom of the sea? 

The spirit of the National Army is still with us here just as 
in cantonment. These untrained men are wonderful soldiers 
in essence — and true democrats. May our officers all wake 
up to that realization and forget petty notions of rank, of 
favor, & of politics. The men have suffered many 
inconveniences aboard ship and have borne all with very 
little grousing & with much recurring good spirit withal. 
| can think only of the future, of the time when these 
thousands return to civil life, of the effect they are bound to 
have upon our national life. 

Love, DBR 


RAPID FIRE 








One weekend a month and two 
weeks in the summer. That doesn’t 
capture the true experience of 
serving in the Guard or reserves since 
9/11. However, it has some definite 
financial incentives. Here are six: 

@ Reserve retirement. Generally, 
you must wait until age 60 for the 
retirement checks to start, but 
reserve retirement can provide a 
powerful boost to your financial security. For example, with 
six years of active duty and 14 years in the Guard or reserves, 
a retired E-7 who turned 60 this year would receive a 
monthly retirement check of roughly $1,200. It’s like having 
an additional $250,000 of retirement nest egg! 

@ Health care, part I. Continuing to serve can open your 
eligibility for TRICARE Reserve Select (TRS). This premium- 
based health-care option is available to members of the 
active Guard and reserves, and it’s a fantastic deal. In 2018, 
you can get coverage for your entire family for $221 per 
month and individual coverage is less than $50 per month. 
You won't find that type of value in the civilian sector. 


FOCUS ON 
abate 


ernie 





HONOR HIS PAST. 


SECURE HER FUTURE. 





Including The 
' American Legion in 
@ your estate plans is 
one of the simplest 
ways to makea 
lasting impact on 
the lives of both 
veterans and future 
generations. 


For more information: plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 | legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 |Legal Name: American Legion Charities, Inc. 
700 N. Pennsylvania St. | P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 













@ Health care, part 2. If you're still working at 60, it might 
offer you an opportunity to save big money by opting out of 
your civilian employer's health coverage. If not, rest easy 
knowing that even without having reached Medicare age 
you have very affordable and comprehensive coverage. And 
once you sign up for Medicare, you'll switch to TRICARE for 
Life and won’t need Medicare Supplement Insurance. 

@ Life insurance. As a drilling member of the reserve 
component, you'll continue to be eligible for $400,000 of 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance coverage. 

@ Additional income. Continuing to serve also affords you 
the opportunity to earn monthly drill pay along with 
active-duty pay for annual training. This “extra” income can 
be used to save, invest or pay down debt. 

@ Access to installation services. You'll still have an ID 
card that will allow you to tap into a nearby installation’s PX/ 
BX, commissary, MWR and other money-saving services. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion’s preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 


GR www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


Professional Edges Made EASY! 





for stable and precise 
operation. 


feature lets 
you straddle 
a curb, with 
one wheel at 
street level, 
for stable, 
precise cuts. 
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allows for bevel 
cuts along garden borders (up to 15°). 


6 MONTH TRIAL 
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 


Call or go Online for Special Offers! 


877-330-9740 // =) 
DRpower.com/edger | 
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HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


The red poppy has served as an official symbol 
of remembrance for the American Legion Family 
for nearly a century. Millions of red crepe paper 
poppies — their petals bound together for 
veterans as a part of therapeutic rehabilitation — 
have been distributed in exchange for donations 
that support the welfare of veterans, active 
military personnel and their families. 

The symbolism in wearing a red poppy can be traced to 
the efforts of one woman, Moina Michael. In 1918, she was 
inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” written by 
Canadian Lt. Col. John McCrae, a medical doctor. McCrae 
penned his famous war poem in 1915 for the funeral of a 
fellow friend and soldier, Alexis Helmer, who died during 
the Second Battle of Ypres. 

After reading “In Flanders Fields,” Michael wrote a poem 
of her own titled “We Shall Keep the Faith.” The last stanza 
expressed her idea to wear a poppy: 


And now the Torch and Poppy Red 
We wear in honor of our dead. 
Fear not that ye have died for naught; 
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought 
In Flanders Fields 
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Michael decided she would always wear a poppy 
to honor the fallen, and shared her idea with 
businessmen attending a conference at her 
workplace. They were so encouraged by the idea 
they gave her $10 and asked her to purchase 
poppies for them to wear - essentially the first time 
a donation was accepted in exchange for the small 
flower. 

The following year, Michael's efforts were recognized by 
The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary 
when both organizations adopted the poppy as the 
national memorial flower during their annual conventions. 

This month, the American Legion Family is asking all 
Americans to wear a poppy on National Poppy Day — May 
25, the Friday before Memorial Day. Legionnaires are also 
encouraged to remind the public of the flower’s importance 
throughout this month. Ideas, tools and information are 
available at poppydayusa.org. 

The 2018 commemoration continues a long history of 
remembrance. In 1977, American Legion Auxiliary National 
President Norma Brown said of the poppy’s significance, 
“What we must keep in mind is that the basic purpose of 
wearing the poppy before and on Memorial Day is to honor 
our nation’s war dead. It is an individual’s personal gesture 
of remembrance of the sacrifice made by our fallen 
Americans.” 


The American Legion Family’s 
connection to the poppy 


The poppy becomes the official memorial 
flower of the Legion Family. 


George F. Plant Post 1in Milwaukee 
distributes 50,000 poppies and collects 
$5,500 in donations for charitable 
purposes. 


More than 100,000 American Legion 
Auxiliary volunteers distribute 13 million 
poppies made by veterans. 


President Lyndon B. Johnson accepts the 
20 millionth poppy to launch the 
Auxiliary’s annual drive. 


Nearly 25 million Americans wear a poppy 
to honor America’s war dead and veterans, 
contributing nearly $2 million for 
rehabilitation and welfare programs in 
local communities. 


Congress passes legislation in support of 
National Poppy Day. 


RAPID FIRE 


Family tradition lives on at Boys State 


For Patrick Ryan, American Legion 
Boys State is a family tradition. His 
father, Bob, attended and has served as 
a volunteer legal counselor for years, 
and his great-grandfather, Hayes 
Kennedy, co-founded Boys State in 
Illinois in 1935. 

While Ryan knew the basics of the 
program — a weeklong government 
simulation for young men between 
their junior and senior years of high 
school - he enjoyed extracurriculars 
such as recreational sports and band at 
last year’s Massachusetts Boys State. 

“| feel like that really enhanced our 
experience in being able to work 


together and feel we were teammates,” 


says Ryan, who played the trumpet. 
The band is a tradition at many Boys 
State programs, stemming from its 
inclusion in the first state program. 
Ryan is the first of Kennedy’s 
great-grandsons to attend a Boys State 
program. He doesn’t expect to be the 


last, though, as his younger brother, 
Tom, plans to go when he’s eligible. 

“| was really proud to be able to 
carry (the tradition) on for my family,” 
says Ryan, who’s also an Eagle Scout. 

“| find it heartening that my values 
seem to be similar to the values of my 
great-grandfather that he instilled into 
the Boys State program. 

“There’s definitely a great sense of 
pride in knowing that one of my family 
members did what he thought was 
right in educating young people about 
our government, something that he 
felt strongly about ... | feel proud that 
he was able to take a stand and follow 
through on it with action.” 

Ryan plans to stay involved — he has 
applied to serve on staff at this year’s 
Massachusetts Boys State. 

— Andy Proffet 


Watch a video online: 
& www.legion.org/boysnation 
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World’s Most Powerful 
Leaf Vacuum ...ata 
She re ee 


[| Rated #1 in Vacuum Power 
[\¥| Now at the Lowest Price Ever 





[¥| Converts to an All-Purpose Trailer 


[V| Stores Flat in Minutes 


Now Starting 
at Just 


$99999 


DR® LEAF VACUUMS have 
proven in laboratory testing 
to achieve the most vacuum 
power versus competitors. 
And now, our All-New PILOT 
Model combines this same 
amazing yard clean-up power 
with an equally amazing new price! 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 
Call or go online for details. 
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uses carbide- 


tipped cutting teeth (taking 360 “bites” per 
second) to reduce any stump to a pile of 
woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground 


level so they are gone forever! 


e Faster, safer and easier 
than digging, burning, 
or using chemicals. 


e New, more powerful and 
lower-priced models. 

e Now towable with 
your riding 
mower 
or ATV. 


i 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! — 


rt OOO-208-5806 | 





NEW Self-Propelled Model Available! 
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COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 





The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 


will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


316th Tact Airlift Wing (Langley AFB, 1965- 
1975), Pigeon Forge, TN, 8/21-25, Tim Egan, (570) 
452-9177, tjegan@aol.com; 366th SPS K-9 (Da 
Nang AB, Vietnam), New Bedford, MA, 10/17-21, 
Steven Luz, (209) 581-1922, steveng7963@yahoo. 
com; 463rd Airlifters Assn, Pigeon Forge, TN, 
8/21-25, Linda Kirkpatrick, (765) 461-9759, 
kirkpatrick_linda@comcast.net; 656th Radar 
Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 9/10-13, John Tianen, (520) 
749-2220, jtianen@earthlink.net; 3535th Air 
Police Sqdn (Mather AFB, Sacramento, CA), 
Spartanburg, SC, 8/10-12, Dennis Harris, (864) 
415-3222, dennisgladysharris@yahoo.com; 
6994th Sec Sqdn & Dets, Louisville, KY, 8/9-11, 
Bob & Shirley Hull, (740) 974-5261, shibob27@ 
columbus.rr.com; B-57 Bummers Assn - 8th 

& 13th TBS Ground Wpns Crew (Vietnam), 
Hershey, PA, 10/2-5, Dan English, (513) 228-1228, 
dan_and_lin@yahoo.com; Chambley AB (1952- 
1967), Albuquerque, NM, 10/10-14, Bob Sisk, (903) 
473-2272, sisk.judge.ret@verizon.net; DLIUSAFSS 
El Paso, TX, NVN Language School (1969), 
Washington, 9/13-16, Michael Hibbard, (321) 
298-4756, hibbardmichael@bellsouth.net; RAF 
Burtonwood, Norfolk/Virginia Beach, VA, 10/2-6, 
Jim Bentley, (813) 684-0199, jbent0214@aol.com; 
Red Horse, Carlisle, PA, 8/14-16, Mike Peters, (717) 
243-7617, gmrpeters@comcast.net; Strat Air Cmd 
Abn Cmd & Control Assn, Bellevue, NE, 9/12-15, 
Norma Kathman, (402) 250-7065, norkath@ 
cox.net; WWII Pilots & Aircrews, Dayton, OH, 
10/10-14, Tom Loveless, (303) 579-6633, bobford@ 
cableone.net 


ARMY 


1st Sig Bde (Vietnam & Korea), San Antonio, 
9/5-9, John Keenan, (913) 633-2639, cw4keenan@ 
gmail.com; 2/1 Cav, Wheat Ridge, CO, 8/30-9/2, 
Tom Fey, (303) 619-7571, tomefey@gmail.com; 2nd 
Inf Div, Jacksonville, FL, 9/19-23, Mike Davino, 
(919) 498-1910, 2ida.pao@charter.net; 4th Bn 
9th Inf Rgt (Manchu), New Orleans, 9/13-16, 
Bob Lannon, (317) 745-4287, bobl99@hotmail. 
com; 5th Bn 42nd FA (Vietnam), Nashville, 

TN, 10/4-7, Dallas Landrem, (575) 635-8083, 
slandrem@aol.com; 7th Bn 13th Arty 1st Field 
Force All Btrys (Vietnam), Williamsburg, VA, 
9/23-27, Kevin Calkins, (630) 542-1095, mcalk@att. 
net; 8th Cav Rgt & 10th Inf Div Basic Trainees, 
Shawnee, KS, 9/7-9, Jack Hackley, (816) 690-3443, 
jackremembers@aol.com; 11th Pathfinder Co, 
Fort Benning, GA, 5/21-24, Rob Wolaver, (765) 
490-9094, rwolaver@gmail.com; 31st Inf Rgt, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/16-19, Charles Tapp, (864) 
680-9165, ctapp94@gmail.com; 77th Armor 
Rgt, Tuscon, AZ, 6/21-24, Robert Bassner, (989) 
624-4593, bobnconnie2@aol.com; 94th Inf Div 
Hist Society (WWII), Louisville, KY, 6/13-17, 

John Clyburn, (908) 781-1406, 94thhistsociety@ 
comcast.net; 132nd “Hercules” & 178th 
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Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 


Other notices 


“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 





“Boxcars,” Oklahoma City, 10/8-12, Bill McRae, 
(770) 843-3973, wmcrae@mindspring.com; 
272nd MP Co (Vietnam), Washington, 9/6-9, 
Jim Walker, (404) 372-1369, jimwalker272vet@aol. 
com; 311th Evac Hosp, Bismarck, ND, 6/15-17, 
David Becker, (678) 994-3504, armyjag@gmail. 
com; 348th Gen Hosp, Christiana, DE, 10/13, Nina 
B. Crile, (302) 547-6371, nostresstou@verizon. 
net; 504th MP Bn, Columbus, GA, 8/23-27, Tony 
Sills, (770) 330-5236, ctsills7147@bellsouth.net; 
629th/178th Ord Supply (Qui Nhon, Vietnam), 
Council Bluffs, IA, 9/24-28, Gary Matthews, (712) 
485-2422, gmatt41347@aol.com; 864th Engr 

Bn (Pacemakers) & Attached Units (All Eras), 
Cincinnati, 10/24-28, Rick Anderschat, (513) 
474-2831, rwshot@msn.com; Aerial Rocket Arty 
Assn (Vietnam), Lawton, OK, 9/12-16, Herbert 
Hirst, (503) 647-4600, hirst@q.com; D Co 1st 

Bn 6th Inf 198th LIB, Americal Div, Kansas 

City, KS, 9/13-17, Lynn Baker, (870) 253-1591, 
Idbhistory@yahoo.com; Korea Defense Vets, 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 8/16-19, Bob Murphy, (828) 
216-4347, crmurphy0714@gmail.com; Old Guard 
Assn, Arlington, VA, 9/26-30, Mike Winter, (619) 
571-7204, togamembership1997@gmail.com; 
Saumur Sig Depot (Saumur, France), St. Charles, 
MO, 6/10-14, Richard Miller, (949) 770-2543, 
rkggmiller@hotmail.com; Society of the Honor 
Guard, Tomb of Unknown Soldier, Arlington, 
VA, 11/2-4, Dennis McMahon, (724) 991-5766, 
dennisjohnmcmahoniii@hotmail.com 


JOINT 


Arty OCS Alumni, Lawton-Fort Sill, OK, 5/9-12, 


Randy Dunham, (580) 355-5275, admin@ 
artilleryocsalumni.com; Hawker (Army & Marine 
Air Def Arty & Msl System, Including Vulcan), 
Kennewick, WA, 8/10-12, Bernard Fineberg, (509) 
619-2221, bfineberg2089@charter.net; Khe Sanh 
Vets Assn, Arlington, VA, 8/12-19, Tommy Eichler, 
(773) 625-2101, teic1448@aol.com; Udorn Vets 
Research Grp, Portland, OR, 9/13-15, Alan Freauff, 
(503) 515-6397, afreauff@comcast.net 


MARINES 


1st Bn 3rd Mar (Vietnam & Other Eras), 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/11-16, Don Bumgarner, 
(562) 897-2437, dbumcl3usmc@verizon.net; 1st 
Bn 5th Mar (1985-1992), Macomb, IL, 9/7-9, Scott 
Hainline, (309) 351-2050, ptimfi@yahoo.com; 

2nd Bn 3rd Mar, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/26-29, 
Art Ferguson, (623) 780-1819, clydesdadfergy@ 
aol.com; 2nd Bn L Co Pit 217 (Parris Island, SC, 
Jan-Mar 1966), Quantico, VA, 5/18-20, Milton 
Bice, (205) 822-7886, tajbice@att.net; 3rd 155s, 
Mike 4/12 3rd Mar Div, Nashville, TN, 9/9-13, 
Alex Jablonowski, (248) 505-2183, 3rd155s.m4.12@ 
gmail.com; 41st Officer Candidate Class/Basic 
School Class 3-67, New Orleans, 11/15-18, Fred 
Lash, (703) 644-5132, fredanddonnalash@verizon. 
net; Btry Adjust 3rd Bn 11th Mar, Orlando, FL, 
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memberships by their posts. This does not 
include amember’s own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 

on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


9/19-23, Doug Miller, (402) 540-9431, dwmiller48@ 
gmail.com; Golf Co 2nd Bn 7th Mar & 1st Mar 
Div (1965-1970), Arlington, VA, 9/11-16, 

August Miele, (586) 202-0646, augustmiele@ 
sbcglobal.net; HMM-161 Vietnam Era 50th 
Anniv, Quantico, VA, 10/11-14, Ron Winter, (860) 
550-3274, hjrwinter@comcast.net; HQ & Alpha 
Btry 1st Bn 12th Rgt, Cincinnati, 9/19-23, Lloyd 
Ebbie Roberts, (513) 314-3803, birddog13@ 
centurylink.net; MCRD Pit 2085 (Sep 1968), San 
Diego, 9/6-8, Richard Miskanis, (916) 369-7573, 
rjmiskanis@att.net; PIt 3038 (Parris Island, SC, 
1970-1971), Myrtle Beach, SC, 8/5-8, Thomas 
Marquart, (201) 394-2340, 2tommarquart@gmail. 
com; VMFP-3, Las Vegas, 11/8-11, Lou Davis, (951) 
295-1201, lou_davis@msn.com 


NAVY 


Abnaki ATF 96, Henderson, NV, 9/19-23, Frank 
Cardoza, (916) 893-3198, fcardoza76@yahoo. 

com; Alamo LSD 33, Earth City, MO, 9/6-8, Mike 
Schuerman, (314) 586-5472, schuermancarol19@ 
gmail.com; Albacore AGSS 569, Portsmouth, 

NH, 8/9-12, John Gandiello, (317) 441-8843, 
gandiello@sbcglobal.net; Antietam CV 36/CG 54, 
Albuquerque, NM, 9/18-22, Lyonel Toung, (316) 
680-0252, lyonelyoung@outlook.com; Barracuda 
SST 3, New Orleans, 10/16-19, John Delihanty, 
(503) 762-2706, loisbill@comcast.net; Canberra 
CA 70/CAG 2, St. Louis, 10/10-14, Ken Minick, (740) 
423-8976, usscanberra@gmail.com; Carter Hall 
LSD 3, Ellensburg, WA, 10/23-27, Raylah Holm, 
(509) 607-9021, raylah@aol.com; Catamount LSD 
17, Branson, MO, 8/20-23, Ray Leon, (575) 538- 
2427, rayandlouise@hotmail.com; Constant MSO 
427, Paducah, KY, 10/4-7, Gary Black, (816) 689- 
6019, garyblack427@aol.com; Corry DD/DDR 817, 
New Bern, NC, 9/19-23, Patrick McGoohan, (732) 
275-5851, pmcgoohan@optimum.net; Courtney 
DE 1021, Harrisburg, PA, 9/6-9, Marc Arsenault, 
(508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Cromwell 

DE 1014, Harrisburg, PA, 9/6-9, Marc Arsenault, 
(508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Damato DD 
871, Branson, FL, 9/17-21, Dan Ray, (407) 323-5763, 
dgray55@cfl.rr.com; Dealey DE 1006, Harrisburg, 
PA, 9/6-9, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@ 
charter.net; Du Pont DD 941, Virginia Beach, VA, 
9/9-12, Bill Mervine, (302) 798-9092, wa3tag@ 
gmail.com; Elmer Montgomery DE/FF 1082, 
Jacksonville, FL, 9/20-23, Dennis Hopkins, (906) 
280-5241, dennislhopkins@gmail.com; Enterprise 
CVAN/CVN 65, Santa Fe, NM, 9/18-22, Tom Reed, 
(203) 748-2460, assocpao@cvan-cvn-65.org; 
Forrestal, Norfolk, VA, 9/10-16, Jim Brussell, (937) 
295-2863, cva59@roadrunner.com; Galveston CLG 
3, Albuquerque, NM, 9/9-15, Robert Bakos, (412) 
882-1591, robjan714@comcast.net; Goldsborough 
DDG 20, San Diego, 9/30-10/4, Gary Buxengard, 
(507) 498-3461, gnjlbux@springgrove.coop; 
Graffias AF 29, San Antonio, 9/20-24, John 
Morrow, (540) 442-0007, john_w_morrow@yahoo. 
com; Guadalcanal LPH 7, Colorado Springs, CO, 


9/19-23, Dena Rice, (615) 585-2088, denaiphone@ 
bellsouth.net; Guam LPH 9, Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/19-23, Dena Rice, (615) 585-2088, denaiphone@ 
bellsouth.net; Hammerberg DE 1015, Harrisburg, 
PA, 9/6-9, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@ 
charter.net; Hartley DE 1029, Harrisburg, PA, 
9/6-9, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@ 
charter.net; Houston CL 81, Billerica, MA, 10/10-13, 
Joe Carabbio, (978) 362-1779, dIr7110@yahoo. 
com; Ingersoll DD 652/DD 990, Rapid City, SD, 
10/2-5, Gordy Morris, (218) 820-7011, dmranch@ 
brainerd.net; Inshore Undersea Warfare Grp 

1, Days Creek, OR, 8/22-26, John Boling, (541) 
825-3696, johnboling]1@gmail.com; lwo Jima 

LPH 2, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/19-23, Dena Rice, 
(615) 585-2088, denaiphone@bellsouth.net; 
James C. Owens DD 776, Savannah, GA, 9/26-30, 
Edward Ftorski, (610) 689-5283, palldin@aol. 

com; John Willis DE 1027, Harrisburg, PA, 9/6-9, 
Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter. 
net; Joseph K. Taussig DE 1030, Harrisburg, PA, 
9/6-9, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@ 
charter.net; Juneau LPD 10, Colorado Springs, 
CO, 7/12-14, Joe Jones, (913) 486-9132, jj21510@ 
prodigy.net; Kawishiwi AO 146, Omaha, NE, 
9/21-23, John Scholl, (402) 228-2580, jsscholl01@ 
charter.net; Lester DE 1022, Harrisburg, PA, 9/6-9, 
Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter. 
net; Leyte CV/CVA/CVS 32, Branson, AZ, 10/3-6, 
John Mitchell, (480) 239-9555, ussleyte32@cox. 
net; Mackerel SST 1, New Orleans, 10/16-19, 

John Delihanty, (503) 762-2706, loisbill@comcast. 
net; Maddox DD 731/DD 622, Boise, ID, 9/20-23, 
Dennis Stokhaug, (414) 339-6168, maddox64@aol. 
com; Marlin SST 2, New Orleans, 10/16-19, John 
Delihanty, (503) 762-2706, loisbill@comcast.net; 
Meredith DD 434/726/890, Pensacola, FL, 10/3-7, 
Bill Bryant, (281) 316-0364, anahuac_bill@hotmail. 
com; Mississinewa AO 144, Myrtle Beach, SC, 
9/13-16, Don Ferricks, (217) 670-2282, ddferricks@ 
sbcglobal.net; Missouri BB 63, Dayton, OH, 9/5-10, 
John Mckinney, (207) 799-8513, 
jmckinney1maine@yahoo.com; Neches AO 47 
(1942-1970), Chattanooga, TN, 9/12-16, Johnny 
Hanlon, (918) 760-7371, johnnyhanlon@cox.net; 
New Orleans, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/19-23, Dena 
Rice, (615) 585-2088, denaiphone@ 

bellsouth.net; Nimitz CVN 68, Philadelphia, 9/12- 
16, Tim Gildea, (215) 480-4260, timothygildea@ 
comcast.net; O’Hare DDR/DD 8839, Buffalo, NY, 
9/13-18, David Oldani, (931) 300-2904, ussohare@ 
gmail.com; Oak Hill LSD 7, Ellensburg, WA, 
10/23-27, Raylah Holm, (509) 607-9021, raylah@ 
aol.com; Okanogan APA 220, Grand Rapids, MI, 
9/13-17, Dave Meierhoff, (620) 340-7406, damcsm@ 
gmail.com; Okinawa LPH 3, Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/19-23, Dena Rice, (615) 585-2088, denaiphone@ 
bellsouth.net; Oklahoma City CL 91, CLG/CG 

5 & SSN 723, Norfolk, VA, 9/25-30, John Baker, 
(620) 399-3999, rlbjfo@cox.net; Opticalman- 
Instrumentman Assn, Silverdale, WA, 9/4-8, 

John Bryan, (706) 339-5905, bigjohn767@yahoo. 
com; Piedmont AD 17, Denver, 9/11-15, Kent 
Thomas, (913) 381-8934, kthomas82@kc.rr.com; 
Ranger CVA/CV 61, Mesa, AZ, 10/3-6, Kevin 
Haegele, (480) 543-0980, khaegele@cox.net; 
Richard B. Anderson DD 786, Sacramento, CA, 
9/20-24, John Bedford, (530) 387-7359, john@ 
johnbedford.com; Robinson DD 562, Lafayette, 
LA, 9/13-16, Art Bowne, (281) 536-7133, ajbowne@ 
yahoo.com; Severn AO 61, South Bend, IN, 10/3-6, 
Wayne Williams, (570) 675-3151, beegdblu@aol. 
com; Simon Lake AS 33, Lexington, VA, 9/17-21, 
John Craig, (732) 752-7534, fmfd103@aol.com; 
Springfield CL 66/CLG 7/SSN 761, Buffalo, NY, 
9/6-9, Keith Rivard, (865) 388-2478, krivard@ 
ussspringfield.org; Threadfin SS 410, Pensacola, 
FL, 10/4-7, Steve Kolb, (904) 646-3814, snrkolb@ 
comcast.net; Topeka CLG 8, Philadelphia, 8/19-23, 
Kathleen Spatz, (516) 657-9274, kathleenspatz@ 
gmail.com; Tripoli LPH 10, Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/19-23, Dena Rice, (615) 585-2088, denaiphone@ 
bellsouth.net; Turner DD/DDR 834, Mobile, AL, 
9/24-27, Henry Turner, (914) 737-7389, turnerhr@ 
optonline.com; Tutuila ARG 4, San Antonio, 9/26- 
30, Charles Estelle, (201) 262-0753, boxcar_charlie@ 


verizon.net; VA-115, San Diego, 2/16-19, Howard 
Triggs, (763) 516-0331, hwtriggs@gmail.com; Van 
Voorhis DE 1028, Harrisburg, PA, 9/6-9, Marc 
Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; 
VC-12/VAW-12, North Charleston, SC, 10/9-12, 
Richard Bray, (585) 575-0595, leighbray@hotmail. 
com; VP-6, Cincinnati, 10/10-13, Jim Lamers, (703) 
727-7944, jimlvp6@comcast.net; Wallace L. Lind 
DD 703, Baltimore, 9/6-10, Ed Siemietkoski, (856) 
829-6470, edwardpro23@comcast.net 


IN SEARCH OF 


2nd MsI Bn 82nd Arty (Harvey Bks, Kitzingen, 
Germany, 1961-1963), Mike Detorie, (443) 
825-6239 

Ath Tng Rgt E Co 4th Pit (Fort Dix, NJ, 1959), 
David Smith, (980) 328-2738, dsmithandd@ 
yahoo.com 

10th Dental Det & 548th Dispensary, Ken 
Hough, (215) 512-9615, kenh121@comcast.net 

11th Cbt Avn HQ Bn Security/Infantry (Phu Loi, 
Vietnam, 1967-1968), Smith Hopkins, (318) 
495-5240, ljbhopkins1212@yahoo.com 

15th Evac Hosp 7th Army (Munchweiler, 
Germany, 1957-1958), Arie DeJong, (760) 
745-3050, twoods@hilltopgroup.com 

77th Bomb Sqdn (Hawaii, 1942-1943), Larry 
Richard, (205) 410-5870 

109th, 709th MP Bns (Germany, 1986-1993), 
Louise Stack, (414) 764-0365, kilostack@att.net 

C Trp 7th Sqdn 1st Cav (Vinh Long Province, 
Vietnam, Oct 1969), Gary Welsh, (814) 285-2150, 
gtw1997@comcast.net 

HMM-261 (REIN) 32nd/22nd Mar Amph Unit 
(MAU) “Raging Bulls” (Beirut & Grenada, 
1982-1984), Doug Doerr, (703) 472-4615, 
dougrdoerr@gmail.com 

| Corps 7th Div 31st Inf Rgt M Co (Korea, 
1953-1954), John “Jack” Barnes, (512) 261-4927, 
jcbarnesO1@aol.com 

Intelligence Data Handling Systems/USARPAC 
(Fort Shafter, HI, 1969-1972), John Zarb, (734) 
317-7223, john.a.zarb@gmail.com 

Leary DD/DDR 879 (1945-1974), Al Redden, (308) 
530-1284, alshr@allophone.com 

Team 3 31st Arty (Bovolone, Italy, 1969-1971), 
Jerry McDonnell, (562) 305-7272, jmcdonnell@ 
aol.com 

USCG Air Stn Barbers Point, HI (1966-1968), 
Joseph Smith, (337) 246-1897 


TAPS 


David A. Cropper, Dept. of Ohio. Dept. Cmdr. 
1973-1974, and Nat'l Merchant Marine Cmte. 
Memb. 1974-1982 and 1983-1994. 

Wayne W. Faber, Dept. of Wisconsin. Nat’! 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1978-1980. 

Charles W. Ferguson, Dept. of Minnesota. Nat’! 
Conv. Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 1980-1981, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1995-2005, Nat’l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Advisory Board Memb. 1982-1993 and Nat’! 
Public Relations Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 
1981-1982. 

J.P. “Pat” Hone, Dept. of Ohio. Honorary Dept. 
Cmdr. 1991, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1991-1995, and Nat’l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. 
Cmte. Advisory Board Memb. 1970-1978 and 
1980-1988. 

Roy R. Mahoney, Dept. of Florida. Dept. Cmdr. 
1999-2000, Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1978-1980 and 2001-2002, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Chmn. 2002-2007, Nat’! Historian 
1984-1985, and Nat'l Public Relations Cmsn. 
Memb. 1980-1984 and 1985-2001. 

Vincent A. Sanzotta, Dept. of Illinois. Nat’! 
Foreign Relations Cmsn. Memb. 2010, Nat’! 
Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2000-2009 and Nat’! 
Public Relations Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 
1980-2000. 

John A. Sturgeon, Dept. of Wyoming. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1986-1987, Nat’l Cmsn. on Children & 
Youth Region 8 Memb. 1994-1998 and Nat’ 
Foreign Relations Cmsn. Memb. 1988-1991. 
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LEGION SHOPPER 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 


_ FREE COLOR CATALOG! = 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 B= 
VETS SUPPLY LINE a 

10550 CO RD 81, #218 [Es 

MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 fy 

WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com ” 
CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


DOG TAGS 













Enhance 
Your Quality 
of Life 


e Reduced Memory Loss 
| e Better Understanding 
e Improved Reasoning 
e Increased Awareness 





www.getcereblue.com 


Proven effectiveness and proudly made 
in the USA under the strictest safety and 
purity standards 


These statements have not been evaluated by the 
FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, 
Cure, or prevent any disease. 








www.martinsflag.com 





HAT PINS « MEDALS 

e FREE COLOR CATALOG 

e 2500+ Military Designs 

e Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

e Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

e Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


HONORS 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 
P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 
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PARTING SHOTS 


Smoking will kill you. Bacon will kill you. 
But smoking bacon will cure it. 


SLEPT LIKE a log last night. Woke up in 
the fireplace. 


A DOG went to a job center and asked for 
help finding work. The man behind the 
desk was delighted to see him. 

“A talking dog!” he exclaimed. “I'll fix 
you up with a job in no time.” After a few 
minutes on the phone, he said, “And there you go. 
You start at the circus on Monday.” 

“That’s no good for me,” the dog protested. “I’m 
a plumber.” 


A WOMAN caught her husband on the scale, 
sucking in his stomach. 

“That won’t help you, Joe,” she said. 

“Oh it helps a lot,” he replied. “It’s the only way 
I can see the numbers!” 


TWO PARROTS were sitting on a perch. One said 
to the other, “Do you smell fish?” 


OF COURSE I believe in fitness. Right now I’m 
fittin’ this pizza in my mouth. 


THE OTHER DAY | held the door open for a clown. 


It was a nice jester. 


?’LL NEVER FORGET when it hit me that I was 
middle-aged. I saw a TV commercial talking about 
heartburn, nagging backache and hair loss - and 

I realized I was paying attention to it. 





“As you can see, we've bundled your severance package.” 
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A PATIENT walked into his doctor’s office with a 
cucumber in his left ear, a carrot in his right ear 
and a banana up his nose. 

“What’s wrong with me?” he asked. 

“Simple,” the doctor said. “You’re not eating 


properly.” 
I WISH my mouth had a backspace key. 


A MAN walked into his bank and handed a teller a 
piece of paper. “I’m not happy with this and would 
like to exchange it, please,” he said. 

The teller looked at the paper, confused. “Um, 
this is your bank statement, Mr. Smith.” 

He snapped back, “I said exchange it!” 


A TENANT complained to his superintendent, “It’s 
5 degrees outside and there’s no heat in my 
apartment! You never do a thing around here!” 
The superintendent responded, “I resent that! 
Didn’t I fix your air conditioner just last week?” 


“ANHEUSER-BUSCH has announced it will begin 
selling a new organic beer called ‘Michelob 

Ultra Pure Gold.’ As in, ‘Sorry, all we have left is 
Michelob Ultra Pure Gold.’” - Seth Meyers 





ASSEENIN HOrbDeS INVESTING IN GOLD 
THE LAST $10 INDIAN GOLD 
COIN ISSUED BEFORE THE 
1933 MELTDOWN 


THE $10 GOLD 
INDIAN HEAD 
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LIMITED SUPPLY 
~ ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


2018 AMERICAN EAGLES gous 
NEI $5 Gold F “ a ae 
American Eagles | American a \\ aN 
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TAKE_A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION! 


. ry Our Most Comfortable Men’s Shoes Ever! 
~ SOFT LEATHER 
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You Won’t Want To Take Them Off! 


These glove-soft leather slip-ons with manmade trim 
are extra comfortable for all-day walking ease! 
Featuring air-cooled mesh insets at the insteps, 
moisture-absorbing foam-backed fabric linings, 
padded collars, and the famous Dr. Scholl’s 
Tri-Level Comfort® insoles. A flexible TPR sole 
is treaded for traction and no-slip security. 
Order Now! 
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Dr. Scholl’s® is a 
registered trademark 
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Imported 







istributec 7 When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information 
of Bayer. Distrib Check here for Protection Plus! (X96) from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be 
by Caleres, Ings Expedites replacement of items lost in transit. withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day 
7 , : Add $2.95 to protect your entire order. we receive your payment, and you will not receive 
‘Or lightweight, license from your check back from your financial institution. 
and its a or Full Refund of merchandise purchase price up to 90 days after receipt. 





